Luke’s Gospel: Mary’s Song
Pastor John Rosensteel

Big Idea:

Mary is a model of faithfulness.

Purpose:

To challenge people to learn from Mary how to follow Jesus.

Passage:

Luke 1:26-55

Verse:

Luke 1:26-38

Opening
Story

-Have you ever been chosen for something special? Try to remember that moment. How it
did make you feel? When I was 5, I went to see the circus at our local coliseum. I was
blown away by all the sights and sounds and spectacle. Near the end of the show, they
choose kids from the audience to ride on top of the elephants. And they choose me. I
even got my own circus top hat. I am pretty sure my parents were freaked out but I
thought I was the most important kid on the planet that day.
When I was 12, I tried out for a musical at our church called Bullfrogs and Butterflies.
Before my voice changed, I had a pretty good singing voice. A bunch of people tried out
for the show. There were lots of parts but they chose me for the lead. After I got the news,
I was shocked, deeply honored and felt I was about the puke at the prospect of singing in
fronts of large crowds. I obviously got over the large crowd thing but trust me when I tell
you that you would prefer hearing me speak to hearing me sing.
-My stomach still knots up a little bit when I remember all the times in childhood when
two captains were selected and they chose people to be on their teams. I was a good
athlete, but you wouldn’t have known it by looking at me. I was a scrawny kid and small
for my age until I got to high school. My deepest fear was that I would be the last person
chosen for a team.
When we choose people for certain things in our world, the choice is often based on
merit. That is just how the world works. We get chosen because we are talented or
attractive or we possess power, position, or privilege. Thankfully, that is not how the
Kingdom of God works. The Kingdom of God works in the exact opposite way. God often
chooses the most unlikely people for the most important tasks. That will be on full display
in our story today. Turn with me to Luke 1.
Series/review

-We are in the 2nd week of a series called Luke’s Gospel: The Great Reversal. We are
going to spend the next few months exploring the life of Jesus through the eyes of Luke.
Luke provides one of the four eyewitness accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. Luke is a physician who was a traveling companion of Paul. Luke is possibly from
North Africa. Luke writes his gospel and a second book called Acts of the Apostles to a

man named Theophilus. Luke is endeavoring to give Theophilus an orderly account of the
life of Jesus and the birth of the early church. Luke writes more of the NT than any other
writer. Luke provides a unique perspective on the way of Jesus. Luke portrays Jesus as
turning everything and everyone upside-down and inside-out. No one can encounter
Jesus and stay the same.
-Luke begins by introducing us to two main characters. Each character writes a song. Last
week we considered Zechariah. Zechariah was a priest—which meant he served as the
mayor, pastor and lawyer in his community. He also had to go to Jerusalem for 5 weeks
each year to serve in the Temple. Zechariah lived a very noisy and busy life.
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were childless. On one of his weeks of service in the
Temple, Zechariah got chosen to go into the Holy Place to administer the incense offering.
This was a once in a lifetime event. While Zechariah was in the Holy Place, the angel
Gabriel appeared to him to announce that Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a son
named John who would prepare the way for the Messiah.
This was a double answer to prayer, but Zechariah did not believe the good news.
Zechariah did not believe because he had lost the ability to hear God in the midst of his
noisy life. The angel took away Zechariah’s ability to speak and hear for nine months.
Zechariah was plunged into quiet stillness. This was less a punishment and more of a gift.
In the quiet stillness, Zechariah rediscovered his ability to hear God. It is only in quiet
stillness we hear God.
In our increasingly noisy world, I challenged all of us to begin the practice centering
prayer. Centering prayer is about creating regular spaces and places of silence, stillness
and solitude so that we can hear God. How did that go? Keep at it. God is always speaking
to us but we are rarely quiet enough and still enough to hear. Zechariah is contrasted with
the other major character in Luke 1—Mary, the mother of Jesus. We will discover that quite
unexpectedly she is chosen for a very important task.
Public reading: Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have
found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to
call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the

Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no
word from God will ever fail.”
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.
Color Commentary
Luke 1:26-38

-As I described last week, Luke intersperses the stories of Zechariah and Mary in Luke 1. In
verse 25 Elizabeth becomes pregnant and she and Zechariah enter the stillness, solitude
and silence of their home. Luke fast-forwards us six months. Gabriel is at it again. He is a
busy angel. Gabriel appears to Mary who is from Nazareth. Nazareth was a blue-collar
agrarian town in the region of Galilee. This was not a respected region of the country.
Mary was a nobody from nowhere.
-Luke tells us that Mary was a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph. This
means Mary was in the first stage of her formal relationship with Joseph. Typically,
families would agree to a contract and bridal price and about a year later a wedding
would occur. Mary and Joseph were in that year between betrothal and the wedding.
Luke is very intentional in letting his readers know that Mary has never had sex.
-Here is a famous painting of the scene by Dante
Gabriel Rossetti. The angel greets Mary – greetings,
you are highly favored. That is the NIV translation
and it doesn’t convey the Greek very well. In the
Greek the greeting is an alliteration. Alliteration is
when words are intentionally put together and
share letters or sounds. Peter Piper picked a peck
of pickled peppers is an alliteration.
In this case Gabriel uses two Greek words that
sound and look similar to greet Mary. He does so to
make a point. A better translation might be - be
glad (chairō), you are graced (charitoō)(slide). Two
verses later Gabriel again tells Mary she is graced
by God. I don’t like the translation highly favored
because it makes us think God plays favorites. That
is how the world works. But God doesn’t play
favorites. God shows grace. God gives awesome
gifts that don’t have to do with our merit but with
His great love for us.
-Luke tells us Mary is greatly troubled or confused.
Why in the world is an angel of the Lord appearing
to little ole me in Nazareth? Then Gabriel drops the

bomb. Gabriel tells Mary she is going to conceive and give birth to a son and that she is to
name her son Jesus. Jesus means Yahweh saves. Then Gabriel gives a brief description of
who Jesus will be. Jesus will be great. Jesus will be called the Son of the Most High. Jesus
will sit on the throne of His father David. Jesus’ reign will never end. This is heavily
Messianic language drenched in the language of the Old Testament prophets, specifically
Nathan’s prophecy in 2 Samuel 7:8-16. Mary knew her Bible. Mary, like many faithful Jewish
people in the first century, was faithfully waiting for the promised Messiah to come and
redeem Israel. Mary understood that Gabriel was telling her that her baby boy was going
to be that long awaited Messiah.
-Then Mary asks the million-dollar question that anyone who has had the birds and the
bees talk would ask: How will this be since I am a virgin? Mary was confused before. Now
she is really confused. Notice that Mary did not ask how can this be, but how will this be?
She doesn’t believe it is impossible but she is really interested in how all of this will play
out. Gabriel tells her that the Holy Spirit will make it happen, literally the Holy Spirit will
overshadow you. This phrase also evokes Old Testament imagery. We are told in Genesis
1:2 that God hovered over the waters before creating. In the same sense God will hover
over Mary’s womb and life will emerge.
-Gabriel concludes by telling Mary that her relative
Elizabeth, who Mary must have known was old and
barren, was six months pregnant. Then Gabriel
reminds Mary that God’s word never fails. Mary
gulps and says: May your word be fulfilled in me. If
you ever go to Israel, you can visit the Basilica of
the Annunciation church built supposedly where
the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary.
-Let’s continue reading.
Luke 1:39-45

-At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit.
In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed
that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
(Luke 1:39-45)
-Mary’s belief in God’s word is evidenced by action. Mary immediately packed up to visit
Elizabeth. This was not a quick visit across town. This was a road trip. It was an 70-80mile journey that would have taken a minimum of three days.

Here is a map that shows her journey. She traveled from
Nazareth to somewhere near Jerusalem. The traditional
site of Zechariah and Elizabeth’s home is Ain Karem, five
miles west of Jerusalem.
This is a picture of
Church of Saint
John the Baptist
and the
surrounding town.
The trip from
Nazareth to Bethlehem is a similar distance. Her
desire to visit Elizabeth was likely two-fold. Mary
wanted to talk with the one person on earth who
would believe her story while also removing herself from gossip as a baby bump emerged.
-Luke tells us that when Mary arrived, John leaped for joy in
Elizabeth’s womb. John, even as a preborn baby, was excited at the
presence of God Incarnate in Mary’s belly. Elizabeth is filled with the
Holy Spirit and prophesies that Mary is blessed among women and
that the baby she is carrying is also blessed. Then Elizabeth affirms
Mary’s faith by declaring that blessed is the person who believes
God’s promises. Mary is joyously welcomed by Elizabeth in this
painting known as The Visitation, by Carl Bloch (1834–90).
-Then Mary breaks into song. We don’t actually know if Mary sang the
words that follow, but we do know that the following words from one
of the most ancient Christian hymns. What we are about to read is
referred to as Mary’s Magnificat. It comes from the Latin for magnify
or glorifies which is the third word in our passage.
Luke 1:46-55

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now
on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great
things for me—holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He
has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are
proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to
Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”
(Luke 1:46-55)

-Mary’s song is the first of three songs that form the backbone of Luke’s birth narratives—
Mary’s song, Zechariah’s song and Simeon’s song in chapter two. Mary’s song has been
used as a hymn or prayer in church worship since the first or second century.
-Mary’s song is a collage of quotes and references from the Hebrew Scriptures. Mary knew
her Bible well. Mary’s song certainly references Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2. Hannah was
also provided with a miracle baby and sings her song after Samuel’s birth. Hannah sings,
“The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with
strength. Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were
hungry are hungry no more. She who was barren has borne seven children, but she
who has had many sons pines away. He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the
needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne
of honor. (1 Samuel 2:4-5, 8)
-Mary rejoices in God her Savior. Jesus was not only her son but her Savior. Mary
acknowledges her place as a nobody from nowhere. Mary also sings of the Mighty One
who does great things for nobodies from nowhere. Luke positions Mary’s song at the very
beginning of his gospel because it introduces key themes of his gospel. Luke portrays
Jesus’ Kingdom of one that brings a great reversal. Jesus turns everything and everyone
inside-out and upside-down. We see this idea in Mary’s words: God scatters the proud,
brings down the ruler from their thrones but lifts up the humble. God sends away the rich
but fills up the hungry.
-I love how Eugene Peterson translates this section,
He bared his arm and showed his strength, scattered the bluffing braggarts.
He knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. The
starving poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left out in the cold.
(The Message)
-Our world exalts the proud, the rich and the rulers who sit on thrones. The Kingdom of
God has a reverse economy as evidenced by God choosing a poor peasant girl to bear the
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. In God’s Kingdom the humble, the poor, and the
downtrodden are exalted. These pronouncements reflect consistent themes from the Old
Testament as the prophets paint a picture of what God’s Kingdom will one day look like.
-Mary’s prayer introduces this theme of the great reversal that will reverberate through
Luke’s entire gospel. Mary prayed this prayer over the baby in her womb. Mary taught
Jesus this idea of the great reversal that flows from powerfully from the Hebrew prophets.
We see evidence of it everywhere in Luke’s gospel. Jesus started His ministry by opening
up the scrolls to the prophet Isaiah and reading, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. (Luke 4:18a) He told the people
listening that He was fulfilling this promise in their presence.
In one of Jesus’ first sermons, Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of
God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep
now, for you will laugh. (Luke 6:20a-21) Later in Luke, Jesus proclaimed the last will be

first and the first will be last (13:30). He tells a parable about the Kingdom where a great
banquet is offered and the rich are too busy to come, but the table is filled by the poor,
crippled, blind, and lame. (14:21)
-Mary keeps praying that God has done these things. The tense of the verb suggests that
while these things haven’t happened yet, they most certainly will. Mary sees the baby in
her womb as the deposit guaranteeing that what God has promised will happen. There is a
new world order. Those who have been oppressed now have legitimate hope.
-Mary concludes her prayer by reaching back through time to God’s promises to
Abraham. God promised Abraham that through him He would bring a great nation, that
through him He would provide hope for the world. Abraham and Sarah had to wait in
barrenness for a very long time for their child of promise to appear. And God’s people had
been waiting forever and a day for the ultimate child of promise to arrive. God’s people,
including Mary, held fast to the promises of a Messiah. The baby in Mary’s womb was
proof positive that God keeps His word.
A most unlikely choice

-God doesn’t choose like the world chooses. God often chooses the most unlikely people
for the most important tasks. When God chooses who will bear, give birth to, mother and
mentor the Savior of the world, God chooses Mary. Mary was a woman in a
male-dominated world. Mary was poor and vulnerable in a world that valued position and
power. Mary was from Nazareth. And no one thought anything good came from Nazareth.
Mary was pregnant out of wedlock in a world that shunned that sort of predicament. And
Mary was young in a world that treated young people like second class citizens.
My daughter Eden just turned 14. Mary was about the same age when the angel appeared
to her. I love my daughter to death, but there is no way I would put the hope of the world
on her shoulders. She struggles to put away her laundry. And yet God choose Mary. God
often chooses the most unlikely people for the most important tasks.
-Over time many people have come to so value Mary that she has become an object of
faith. I think Mary would be grieved to hear that. Mary should not be an object of faith. But
Mary should be a model of faith. Luke is essentially writing a discipleship manual for
young Theophilus. At the very beginning, Luke places Mary and positions Mary as a model
of faithfulness.
Mary is a model of faithfulness
Mary is a low-life

-How is Mary a model of faithfulness? First, Mary is a low-life. Simmer down everyone. I
am not mocking Mary. I am complimenting Mary. In Mary’s song, she sings that God has
been mindful of her humble state. Later in the song she sings that God lifts up the humble.
-In Hebrew, Greek, and Latin the word used to describe humility simply means low, as in
low to the ground. Essentially it means to go low. The root word for humble in Latin
means earth. To be humble is to be down to earth. Humility is both a circumstance and a

mindset. One can be born into or live in humble conditions – at the bottom of the financial
or social ladder. Humility is also a mindset. Humility is the choice to go lower and put the
interests of others ahead of your own interests.
Mary was humble in both circumstance and mindset. As a poor, single, young woman from
Nazareth she existed at the bottom of the financial and social ladder. She was a nobody
from nowhere. Mary also had a humble mindset. When the angel Gabriel showed up and
made his pronouncement, Mary could have said, ‘It’s about time, I was waiting for you to
come and acknowledge how awesome I am.’ We don’t see that attitude at all. Mary is not
entitled. Mary proclaimed that generations would call her blessed, not because she was
awesome, but because the Mighty One has done great things for me.
-Mary is not puffed up about the fact that God has selected her to be the mother of the
Messiah. She is not walking around wearing a t-shirt that says Mother of God. She didn’t
have a little sign stuck to the back of her minivan that read Messiah on Board. She is
humble. She understands that her age and social standing make her a nobody in the eyes
of the world. But in the Kingdom of God, she is something. This gives hope to anyone who
feels like a nobody. God loves to use people the world considers nobodies from nowhere.
-We live in a world that seeks to go higher. That is what pride or haughtiness mean – to go
higher. Worldly success is to move up the ladder. But the way of Jesus is the great
reversal. In the Kingdom of God, success is to go lower. Worldly success is ascending
greatness. The way of Jesus is descending greatness.
-This is a huge focus of Jesus’ life and teaching. Humility was not an ancient virtue. It was
not celebrated. It was mocked. But Jesus and His followers changed all of that. Jesus was
described as gentle and humble of heart.
-We see this mindset constantly in Jesus’ teaching and ministry. Jesus tells that parable
about the Pharisee and the tax collector who were praying. The Pharisee thanked God
that he was better than others. He thought highly of himself. The tax collector prayed
God, have mercy on me a sinner. Then Jesus declares, For all those who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. (Luke 18:14)
Then there is the story of Jesus being invited to a very important dinner with very
important people. In those days where you sat indicated how important you were. Jesus
gave the dinner party this advice – when you are invited to dinner – take the lowest place
and then he repeats the line – those exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.
Then we have the disciples who so mirror our broken hearts. What was their most
frequent argument? There most frequent argument was Who is the greatest? We see it
constantly in the gospels. They had this argument after the Last Supper right after Jesus
had washed their feet. Jesus tells them again and again the way of the world is to go
higher and higher, my way is to go lower and lower. If you go high God will lower you, if
you go low, God will lift you up. It does not take a rocket scientist to realize that Mary first
taught Jesus that this was the way to live.

-At our Kids Community costume dance party this past October, one of the dance events
was the limbo. The limbo is super simple. Each contestant is trying to go lower and lower.
The winner is the person who can go the lowest. That is just like the Kingdom of God. As
we consider Mary’s example and seek to follow Jesus, we must continually ask ourselves
How low can we go? In the world that is always trying to go higher, we will have tons of
opportunities to go lower. This week we will be confronted daily with opportunities to go
higher or go lower. Should I eat that last Christmas cookie? Should I clean up those dirty
dishes that have been sitting out all day? Should I let others go first?
Multiple times in Scripture we are told God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble. In Mary’s words, God scatters the proud and tears then from their thrones, but
God lifts up the humble. Do we want God opposing us or lifting us up? Just how low can
we go?
Mary takes God seriously

-How else does Mary model faithfulness? Mary takes God seriously. Mary sings his mercy
extends to those who fear him. This Greek word mercy translates the Hebrew concept of
hesed or God’s faithful love that never lets us go. Mary sings that all those who fear God
will experience God’s faithful love. We are often told to fear the LORD in Scripture. What
does this mean? It doesn’t mean we have to be scared of God. It means we acknowledge
God’s position and authority. I like Old Testament scholar John Walton’s definition. He
says to fear the LORD is to take God seriously.
-Mary takes God seriously. The Hebrew Scriptures are filled with promises depicting the
Messiah who was promised to come and save God’s people. Mary knew those promises.
But when Gabriel arrived, it had been 400 years since the last Hebrew prophet had
spoken. And yet faithful Mary waited expectantly. When Gabriel broke the long silence
and announced that she is the virgin who will bear the Messiah, she understood this as
God doing what God promised to do. Gabriel told Mary that no word from God will ever
fail. Mary responded by saying May your word to me be fulfilled. Then Mary hit the road to
visit Elizabeth who affirmed Mary’s faithfulness by declaring blessed is she who has
believed that what the Lord said to her will be accomplished. Mary took God seriously.
Unlike the priest Zechariah who doubted God’s word. He eventually came around, but
Mary believed the moment it was spoken.
-It is hard to take God seriously in a world of broken promises. A few years ago, I was
doing some work on my computer when I got a pop-up notification. It said something like,
congratulations, you are one of 5 people who have been selected for a $500 Apple gift
certificate. All you have to do is fill out a brief survey to aid us in our marketing. At first, I
was like that’s sounds too good to be true. Then I thought of all the stuff I could buy from
Apple with $500. Corrie wouldn’t even have veto power because it was a free gift
certificate. And I was selected. God must want me to have it. So, I clicked on the pop-up.
Don’t judge me. I then spent the next hour filling out this stupid survey. I ended up getting
on about 400 mailing lists and had to sign up for 5 magazine subscriptions. They told me
the gift certificate would be in the mail. Do you think I ever got the gift certificate? Nope.

As they say, if it sounds too good to be true it probably is. I did get a lot of magazines for
about a year. I know, I am an idiot. I learned my lesson. I don’t take any of those offers
seriously anymore.
- We live in a world of broken promises. We have trouble keeping our word. I am guessing
that if I asked each of you to tell me a story about a broken promise, you would have to
choose from a lengthy list. Friends break promises, couples break promises, bosses and
employees break promises, parents and children break promises, athletes and coaches
break promises, politicians break promises (I think that is part of the requirement to run
for office), and even pastors break promises. Thankfully God is not like us. God does what
God says.
-Are we taking God seriously? One could argue that each time we sin we do not take God
seriously. If that’s the case then there are certainly moments every day when I do not take
God seriously.
-Are we taking God seriously? Do we really believe what we say we believe? Is it
evidenced in our actions? In a world of broken promises do we trust God to do what God
has promised to do? Do we align our daily decisions with the belief that God has come
once to make us right and will return to make all things right? Are we actively waiting in
expectation or have we slowly drifted in to disillusionment? Mary shows us what it looks
like to take God seriously.
Mary puts her life in God’s hands

-Finally, how does Mary model faithfulness? Mary puts her life in God’s hands. When
Gabriel gave Zechariah the word of the Lord, Zechariah responded – really? Is that really
true? Mary simply responded may your word be fulfilled in me. The most direct translation
of Mary’s response is let it happen to me according to your word. It is interesting to note
that the Greek word translated happen can also be translated be born. Mary could be
saying let it be born in me according to your Word. This is Mary’s way of saying Thy will
be done.
-Mary’s response is even more astounding when considering what she was agreeing to do.
Mary and Joseph are in a betrothal period where they are expected to remain sexually
pure. Joseph knows they have not been sexually active. Can you imagine Mary’s
conversation with Joseph? Joe, I’ve got some exciting news but it may trouble you. God
visited Joseph in a dream to help him out. But what about everyone else? What would
Mary say when she started showing in the middle of their betrothal period? It is a Holy
Spirit thing, I promise. Adultery in the first century Jewish culture could be punishable by
death. When Mary said Thy will be done, it was said in acknowledgement of the sacrifices
and risks she would face.
-It is amazing to consider that when Jesus taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer it
contained the phrase Thy will be done. When Jesus faced his darkest moments alone in
the Garden of Gethsemane he prayed – Thy will be done. Who do you think taught him to
pray and live like this? Mary.

-Will we follow Mary’s example of faithfulness and
put our lives in God’s hands? Will we relinquish
control and entrust ourselves to God’s providential
care? My deepest and most profound encounters
with God are preceded by a decision to place my
life in God’s hands. The irony is that that is where
our lives already reside. This is a picture from my
artist friend Scott that we have displayed in our
home. Living with this mindset is the key to living.
Closing
The Wesleyan Covenant Prayer

-I listen to an app called Lectio 365 every day. At the first of the year, they challenged
everyone to pray the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer. John Wesley wrote it in 1755. It is not
for the faint of heart.
-I am no longer my own, but Yours.
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;
Put me to doing, put me to suffering;
Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
Exalted for you, or brought low for you;
Let me be full, let me be empty,
Let me have all things, let me have nothing:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
To your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
You are mine and I am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen. (John Wesley, 1755)
-Whew. That is a gutsy prayer. But I am confident that is the way Mary prayed. It is the
prayer of a low-life. It is the prayer of someone who takes God seriously. It is the prayer of
someone who has placed their life in God’s hands.

