10 Questions: God and Suffering
Pastor John Rosensteel

Big Idea:

God shares our suffering so that we would suffer no more.

Purpose:

To encourage people to see suffering from the proper perspective.

Passage:

Isaiah 53:3-6, 10-12

Opening
Aiden Mueller

-When suffering comes, how will you respond? On Tuesday June 5th, 2012, I received a call
that there had been a horrible accident. A young family from our church had been
enjoying a picnic on a beautiful summer day. On a nearby road a woman who had a
history of seizures and should not have been driving had a seizure and drove her car off
the road over a long expanse of green space and crashed into this young family of 4.
Aiden, who was only age 7, took the brunt of the impact. My friend Jon gave his son CPR
as his wife, who was severely injured, and his young daughter watched in shock.
Tragically, Aiden passed away in Jon’s arms. First responders were quickly on the scene.
Later many of the veterans said that they had never encountered a more horrific scene.
-I rushed to the hospital as soon as I got the call. When I arrived, I found Jon and his
young daughter waiting. The body of his son was in the next room. I just held Jon and we
wept together. There are no words. Thankfully, Jon’s wife Amy gradually recovered from
her many injuries and they began the slow, forever journey of trying to figure out how to
live after experiencing a tragic loss.
-The family asked me to lead Aiden’s memorial and burial service. The service was packed
with family and friends and first responders in full uniform who wanted to be present to
support the family. By that time the story had made national headlines. The story
attracted attention because it awakes our deepest fears and presses into some of our
most challenging questions. Jon and his young family were and are some of kindest and
most loving people I know. They were and are faithful followers of Jesus. They were doing
nothing wrong. They were just having a picnic. And then this bizarre, tragic, horrible thing
happened. There were a million and one things that had to happen for that lady to hit that
family with her car on that day.
I vividly remember standing on that stage that day. On the front row was a little girl who
had just lost her brother and whose mom was still in the hospital and had to watch the
service online. There was a dad looking at me whose son had died in his arms. There were
grandparents and aunts and uncles and police and firefighters and paramedics. They were
all looking at me. They had the same questions I did. Where was God in all of this? If God
exists, isn’t God good and powerful enough to stop something like that? What would you
have said? When suffering comes, how will you respond?

Series/review

-We are in the midst of a series called 10 Questions. We are exploring the questions that
serve as a barrier to experiencing the way of Jesus as good, beautiful and true.
-Today’s question is How could a loving God allow so much suffering? This is a question
that followers of Jesus, Bible scholars, theologians and philosophers continually wrestle
with. In theological circles the attempt to answer our question is called theodicy. Theodicy
means vindication of God. Our Big Read for the series is Confronting Christianity by Dr.
Rebecca McLaughlin. She introduces the topic of theodicy well:
Three million Africans forcibly transported by the British slave trade. Six
million Jews murdered in the Holocaust. The Rwandan Genocide. The ethnic
cleansing of Rohingya Muslims. The trafficking of more than two
million children this year in the global sex trade, while 1.5 million children died
of diarrhea. Famines in South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria, and Yemen. The 2004
tsunami in Indonesia that left 230,000 dead. The quiet stealth of cancer.
Children abused by their parents…How can we reckon with suffering? For
many, this question torpedoes the Christian faith. How can the hypothesis of a
loving, powerful God stand under the crushing weight of human distress?
(Rebecca McLaughlin, Confronting Christianity)
-Best-selling author Philip Yancey has written numerous books on this subject. One is
called Where Is God When It Hurts? Where was God on June 5, 2012? Was God sleeping
as that sweet family got hit by a car as they enjoyed their last picnic as a family? Where is
God when we suffer?
-Two things as we begin to explore this question. First, this is a massive topic. There is no
way I will be able to exhaustively address it. The sermons in this series are meant to give a
pathway for further digging into these barriers to faith. Each week we record a follow up
podcast and provide a list of resources. I challenge you to dig in. Don’t wait until suffering
comes to begin to seek answers to this question.
-This is also more a heart question than a head question. When we are going through
suffering, we likely won’t be interested in reading theology and philosophy. If you are
willing and able, I would like you to be present today with your head and your heart. Some
of you may be in the midst of suffering right now. Keep that front and center as we walk
through this message together. If you are not in the midst of present suffering, I want you
to think of a moment or season of suffering in your life. Keep that front and center as we
journey together.
Public Reading of Scripture: Isaiah 53:3-6, 10-12

He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

Frameworks
No God

-To consider our question we start with a basic premise: evil exists. Because evil exists,
we will suffer. The vast majority of people will agree with this basic premise. It is really
hard to look at history and our present world and argue there is no such thing as evil and
suffering. As Jesus told His disciples, you will have trouble in this world. If suffering exists,
how do we respond to it when it comes? We all respond to suffering with certain
perspectives. It may be a perspective that we have thought a lot about it. Or it may be a
perspective that we inherited. A perspective is simply how we see something. I want to
briefly consider a few of the most commonly held perspectives regarding suffering. Let’s
call them frameworks. When suffering comes, we see it within a certain framework that is
constructed by ideas, beliefs and suppositions.

-The first framework for responding to suffering is No God framework. This framework is
commonly held by atheists or people who do not believe God exists. Typically, atheists
are also naturalists, meaning that the only stuff that exists is the natural world— the things
we can experience with our 5 senses. Atheists believe that when we die, we cease to exist.
-Richard Dawkins, a leading spokesperson for this framework, has stated that our world
has no design, no purpose, no good, nothing but pitiless indifference. The late Stephen
Hawking, who lived most of his adult life with a severe motor neuron disease, believed our
brains are just computers with a body. Stephen believed that death was when the
computer components failed. He once said, “There is not heaven or afterlife for broken
down computers. That is a fairy tale for people afraid of the dark.” (Dr. Stephen Hawking)
-One framework for responding to suffering is to remove God from the equation. This
leads us with the inability to call evil, evil. If there is no good, there is no evil. And this
framework removes the possibility of having any purpose or meaning that emerges from
suffering. In this framework, I would have had to stand up at Aiden’s memorial, shrug and
say, “Stuff happens.” There is no rhyme or reason. There is no hope that anything good
will emerge from this. There is no hope for Aiden. Sorry. Consider all the suffering that you
are experiencing or have ever experienced in this framework. How does it work? How do
you feel?
-It is important to note that I am not suggesting all atheists are lacking compassion or will
shrug in the face of human suffering. Some of my atheist friends are the kindest, most
caring people I know. It just means that the framework for how they see the world and
respond to suffering does not provide any reason for them to be compassionate, or kind
and caring.
Karma

-A second common framework people use in responding to suffering is the Karma
framework. The principle of karma is that a person’s deeds or actions lead to certain
effects in that person’s life. The Karma framework is prominent in Hinduism and
Buddhism, especially as it relates to their beliefs regarding reincarnation. Those religions
tend to believe that if someone lives a good life or does more good than bad then they
will be reincarnated into a better life form or situation. A well-behaved mouse may come
back as a cat.
The inverse is also believed. If someone does more bad stuff than good stuff then they will
return in a lower life form or to a worse situation. We see this thinking the caste system in
India. If you are in the higher caste, you must have lived a good life prior to this one. If you
are in a lower caste, you must have not lived a good life prior to this one. In fairness to
people who are part of the Hindu or Buddhist faith systems I am simplifying this concept.
-This framework comes into play when we talking about some people being cursed or
other people being lucky. This framework is behind the statement everything happens for
a reason. If you hold this framework, please don’t ever say that to someone who is in the
midst of struggling.

-There is a Judeo-Christian version of the Karma framework. Old Testament scholar Dr.
John Walton calls it the retribution principle. Walton writes,
The Retribution Principle (RP) is the conviction that the righteous will prosper
and the wicked will suffer, both in proportion to their respective righteousness
and wickedness. In Israelite theology the principle was integral to the belief in
God’s justice. Since God is just, the Israelites believed it was incumbent on him
to uphold the RP. Having a worldview in which God was absolutely just and
compelled to maintain the RP, they developed the inevitable converse
corollary, which affirmed that those who prospered must be righteous (i.e.,
favored by God) and those who suffered must be wicked (i.e., experiencing
the judgment of God). (Dr. John Walton)
-Walton argues that the entire book of Job is about putting the retribution principle on
trial and showing it to be false. Job was righteous—but God allowed Satan to test Job
through suffering. Job’s friends kept showing up and asking him What did you do to
deserve this? Job held strong for a very long time but finally mustered up the courage to
ask God What did I do to deserve this? God tells Job in no uncertain terms that the
retribution principle is not how things work.
The book of Job demolishes the retribution principle but it was still heavily in play during
Jesus’ time. In John 9, Jesus and His disciples encounter a man who was blind from birth.
They ask Jesus Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? (John
9:2) Jesus tells them neither the man or his parents caused the sin but that Jesus would
use the man’s blindness to reveal God’s power.
In Luke 13, Jesus addresses two national tragedies—the massacre of a group of people at
the Temple and 18 people dying when a tower collapsed. Jesus asks, Do you think these
people were more guilty than others? (Luke 13:4) Essentially, Jesus is asking do you think
they got what they deserved? Jesus is addressing the Karma framework, the retribution
principle that was so strong in His day. Jesus quickly dismisses it as foolishness. That is
not how suffering works. The Karma framework is at the heart of most religions in some
fashion. We feel comfortable when people get what they deserve—either good or bad.
But the Karma framework struggles mightily when it has to provide an answer to why bad
things happen to good people. Why do good people having a picnic get hit by a car?
-Let’s try this framework on for size. At Aiden’s funeral I would be left to say, my friend
Jon and his family must have had bad karma. They must have done something in this life
or past lives that warranted this tragedy. Don’t think they have not been haunted by this
question at some point in their journey. Consider the suffering that you are experiencing
or have experienced in this framework. How does it work? How do you feel?
-Let’s now consider the Biblical framework for suffering. A frame has four sides so I want
to look at 4 ideas from Scripture that form the Biblical framework for suffering.

The Biblical Framework
God loves us

-One side of the Biblical frame is formed by the idea that God loves us. The first verse
that comes to mind is John 3:16. For God so loved the world…When I was growing up
there was a guy who would show up at sporting events holding a sign that read John 3:16.
John 3:16 doesn’t say everything, but it represents a massive theme that runs from
beginning to end in Scripture. In 1 John 4, John tells us that God is love. The Triune God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are in a relationship of love that we are invited to join.
-What is love? I am partial to St. Thomas Aquinas’ definition: Love is willing the good of
the other. Dallas Willard said we love something or someone when we promote its good
for its own sake. God is love. God consistently is willing our good.
-But any definition of love presupposes free will. C.S. Lewis said that God is not a Divine
Rapist. This is a harsh way of saying it, but it clarifies the essential aspect of free will in
love. No one would consider rape a form of love. Nor would it feel loving to realize that
someone was being forced to love us or paid to love us. Love is only experienced when it
is given or received freely.
-In the Biblical framework, God did not create evil or suffering but God did create a world
where evil and suffering are possible. This is because God created a world where love is
possible. A world where love is possible is a world where humans have free will to choose
to love or not; to do good or do evil. Lewis says it well in his classic, Mere Christianity:
Free will is what has made evil possible. Why, then, did God give them free
will? Because free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that
makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having.”
(C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity)
-The Biblical story reveals that angelic beings and humans used their free will to sin—or go
their own way. This meant the possibility of evil and suffering became a reality. The focus
of the Biblical story then becomes God loving us amidst our sin and suffering. But the
existence of sin and suffering was never God’s intent or desire—because God is love. God
is consistently willing our good.
God grieves with us

-The second side of the Biblical frame is formed by the idea that God grieves with us. We
see this idea throughout Scripture but it is most pronounced in John 11. Jesus is very good
friends, perhaps even family, with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Lazarus gets sick and Martha
sends someone to get Jesus. Jesus gets word but waits. Lazarus dies while Jesus waits.
When Jesus finally arrives, Mary is distraught and Martha is irate. Jesus reminds Martha
that He is the resurrection and the life and the Lazarus will rise again. Martha
acknowledges that one day Lazarus will rise again. Jesus tells her that day is today.

-Then John writes,
Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet,
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
Jesus wept. (John 11:32-35)
God incarnate, God with flesh on, weeps with His friend, weeps for His friend. Then Jesus
stands before Lazarus’ tomb facing down death, which is the result of sin. It’s like a duel.
For the second time John tells us Jesus is deeply moved. This phrase deeply moved
suggests an element of grief and anger at the destructive nature of sin. It was also used of
snorting warhorses. Then Jesus did what He said He would do and Lazarus emerges from
the tomb looking better than ever. This is a powerful story displaying Jesus’ power over
sin and death. But it is also a powerful story because it reveals that God grieves with us.
-This gives us the freedom to grieve with God when we suffer. Much of our Psalter, our
prayer book, Jesus’ prayer book, is lament. Laments are prayers or songs that grieve out
loud the injustices of our world; the effects of evil in our lives. Often Christians feel like
they have to put on the happy face when they go through suffering. This is false. We are
invited to lament. I define lament as agreeing with God that things are not right.
-Nicolas Wolterstorff is a philosopher, former professor at Yale, and is a follower of
Jesus. His son was tragically killed in a climbing accident. In response he wrote the
remarkable book Lament For A Son. In it he writes,
The mourners are those who have caught a glimpse of God’s new day, who
ache with all their being for that day’s coming, and who break out into tears
when confronted with its absence…The mourners are aching visionaries.”
(Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament For A Son)
-Several years ago, my mom was diagnosed with a serious form of cancer. We are grateful
that she is presently in remission and ask for your prayers for her healing. On a Sunday
after the diagnosis, with my mom’s permission, I shared the news with you. Some of you
may remember that day. I wept openly. I was a slobbering mess. And it was completely
appropriate because cancer is evil and I love my mom. You grieved with me on that day.
And God grieved with me.
God shares and bears our suffering

-The third side of the Biblical frame is formed by the idea that God shares and bears our
suffering. Let’s return to Isaiah 53. Isaiah is sometimes called the 5th gospel because it
talks so frequently about the promised Messiah to come who will make all things right.
Isaiah refers to this Messiah as the Servant.
-Isaiah tells us twice in verse 3 that the Servant was despised and that the Servant was
rejected. Why would Israel reject the Savior that had waited so long for? The Servant
didn’t meet their expectations. The Servant was quiet and ordinary. And most notably the

Servant’s plan for conquering sin and evil was to share and bear sin and evil. Isaiah tells us
the Servant bore our griefs, carried our sorrows, was pierced for our transgressions, and
was crushed for our iniquities. Like a scapegoat, the Servant did not experience deserved
suffering but undeserved suffering. Ironically this is the antithesis of karma. God shares
and bears our suffering. By His wounds we are healed.
-This is why Isaiah tells us in verse 10 that it was Yahweh’s will to crush Jesus and put Him
to grief. Why would God intend to crush Jesus? Isaiah tells us that because of the work of
the Servant, many will be made righteous. God bears our suffering so that (one day) we
will suffer no more.
- As I said before, world-class philosopher Nicolas Wolterstorff has spent much of his life
writing theology and philosophy about the existence of God in a world of suffering and
evil. He had the answers in his head but when his son died all of that went out the window.
His heart was wrecked. Lament For A Son is essentially his diary as he prayed and
processed his grief with God. Nicolas finally had a breakthrough. He writes, God is not only
the God of the sufferers but the God who suffers…Instead of explaining our suffering God
shares it.
-I have heard people say theodicy is the greatest challenge to the veracity of Christianity.
Increasingly I believe the Christian answer to suffering and evil is its greatest strength.
Each framework or religion or worldview most account for the reality of evil and suffering
and have an answer. Christianity’s answer is that our God put on flesh and “entered the
arena.” That concept of Entering the arena comes from a famous speech by President
Teddy Roosevelt. Roosevelt said that anyone can be a critic or ask hard questions but the
credit goes to the person who enters the arena, who is willing to spend themselves in a
worthy cause, who is willing to dare greatly even though they may ultimately fail. That is
certainly the God of the Bible. God did not stay distant and watch us implode. God
entered the arena to share and bear our suffering so that all wrong will be made right.
God is making all things right

-The final side of the Biblical frame is formed by the idea that God is making all things
right. There is a famous quote that says, Everything is going to be o.k. in the end. If it is
not o.k., it is not the end. I don’t know who coined that phrase but it accurately captures
the story of the Bible. Today is not the end of the story. The story is not over.
-In Revelation 21 we are told,
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” (Revelation 21:4-5)
Or as J.R.R. Tolkien wrote everything sad will come untrue.

-The great novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky writes,
…all the humiliating absurdity of human contradictions will vanish like a pitiful
mirage…in the world finale, at the moment of eternal harmony something so
precious will come to pass that it will suffice for all hearts, for the comforting of all
resentments, for the atonement of all the crimes of humanity, of all the blood
they’ve shed, that it will make it not only possible to forgive but to justify all that has
happened…(Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamasov)
-The reality is that we can only see part of the story. Imagine judging any great novel or
movie at the midpoint of the story when everything is a dumpster fire. Most good stories
end with redemption and restoration. That is the promise of the Biblical story. God has
promised to restore the years the locusts have eaten. That is the promise of Jesus. The
story is not over yet.
-In the final book of C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, the children are afraid of again
being sent back from Narnia to England. Aslan assures them that this time they will not
have to go. A wild hope arises in them. Aslan tells them that their transition from a train to
Narnia in the beginning of the book was because there was a real railway accident. Aslan
tells them in the final paragraphs:
“Your father and mother and all of you are—as you used to call it in the
Shadowlands—dead. The term is over; the holidays have begun. The dream is
ended: This is the morning…The things that began to happen after that were so
great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And as for us this is the end of all
the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for
them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all
their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last
they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has
read; which goes on forever; in which every chapter is better than the one
before.” (C.S. Lewis, The Final Battle)
God can use our suffering for good
Recycled Orchestra

-When suffering comes, how will we respond? If we see our suffering within the Biblical
framework, we begin to see our suffering differently. In time we may even be able to see
how God can use our suffering for good.
I chose those words carefully. Suffering is not good. Suffering is a by-product of sin and
evil. But God can use our suffering for good. Whatever suffering comes our way, from
things we chose to do, things people do to us, or such things as unexpected tragedies,
God can use these things for good. Paul tells us in Romans 8 that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him. (Romans 8:28a) Or, as Joseph once said to his
brothers, you intended it for evil but God used it for good. God lets nothing go to waste.
-Several years ago, I came across an amazing story that brings this promise to life. The
story originates in a town in Paraguay that is not really a town. It is a slum that is built on a

landfill located not far from Paraguay’s capital. The 2500 families that live there survive by
separating garbage for recycling. It is a brutal existence. Over 1500 tons of solid waste
arrive each day. Illiteracy is rampant. Drug abuse is epidemic. The water supply is
dangerously polluted. When it rains the homes are flooded with contamination. The
youngest inhabitants of the community aren’t in school—they are picking through trash,
looking for anything of value. It is a form of suffering most of us could not fathom.
Then about 10 years ago a remarkable man named Favio Chavez decided to teach the
children of the community music in his free time. The children had rarely had anything else
to do but pick through trash and get high. His classes became so popular that he quickly
ran out of donated instruments. So, he asked a talented carpenter named Nicolas Gomez, ,
to make new instruments for his group, out of trash from the landfill. He made violins out
of cans, wooden spoons and bent forks. He made cellos out of oil drums. Drum heads
were made out of X-ray film. He made saxophones out of drainpipes, spoon handles and
bottle caps. The result was what came to be known as the Recycled Orchestra.

-The story of the Recycled Orchestra spread rapidly in a world
desperate for good news. 60 Minutes did a piece on the kids a
few years back. A Kickstarter campaign raised money for a
documentary called Landfill Harmonic. Favio says, “The world
sends us garbage, we send them back music.” I love it. The
Recycled Orchestra has performed for politicians, monarchs
and Pope Francis. The group plays Mozart, folk music and
even Frank Sinatra. They have also backed up artists like
Stevie Wonder, Metallica and Megadeath. The proceeds from
the Recycled Orchestra have been a Godsend to this little
town in Paraguay. It has funded new and safer homes and
given respect to the children. More than anything it has given
hope in hopeless times.
Suffering causes us to grow

-How can God use our suffering for good? Suffering causes us to grow. We see this idea
throughout the Scriptures. Paul wrote, …but we also glory in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance, character; and character,
hope. (Romans 5:3b-4) James, the brother of Jesus, wrote, Consider it pure joy, my

brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1:2-4)
-One of my mentors told me about a time he was gathered with 30-40 pastors of large
churches. These pastors were having a conversation on what were the main catalysts for
spiritual growth. Eventually their discussion turned to the topic of hardship and suffering.
The person leading the discussion asked, How many of you believe that hardship and
suffering are the number one cause of spiritual growth? My friend said every hand in the
room eventually went up. It is the secret pastors know but don’t necessarily want to share.
In my almost 30 years of ministry experience it is undeniably true. It is not only true for
the people I pastor but it is true for my own journey.
-Author Bob Benson recounts a conversation with a friend after a heart attack:
“How did you like your heart attack?” His friend responded, ‘It scared me to death.’
“Would you do it again?”
‘No.’
“Would you recommend it?”
‘Definitely not.’
“Does your life mean more now?”
‘For sure.’
“Is your marriage more intimate?”
‘Yes.’
“Do you have more compassion?”
‘Absolutely.’
“Are you closer to the LORD?”
‘Without a doubt.’
“How do you like your heart attack?”
Since I am someone who came close to a heart attack and had heart surgery that
conversation hits close to home. And it is true.
-Suffering causes us to grow. I have found this to be true in my own life. I have seen this
again and again in the lives of others. I bet this is true of you. Think of a time when you
were really suffering. I bet in retrospect it was a time you really grew in your relationship
with God and others. When we meet really mature and Godly followers of Jesus we are
encountering people who have been through a lot of suffering and have learned to see
their suffering through the proper framework.
Suffering cultivates compassion
-Suffering also cultivates compassion. One of the words associated with Jesus most often
in the gospels is compassion. I believe it is one of God’s foremost characteristics.
Compassion literally means to harmonize with someone else’s feelings. When gifted
vocalist harmonize their voices it is difficult to tell them apart because they are so in sync.
It is not natural to harmonize with someone’s feelings. Compassion needs to be cultivated.
One of the ways in which compassion is cultivated is through suffering. If we suffer
through something then we are well positioned to respond with compassion to someone
who is suffering through the same thing.

-Paul says as much to the Corinthian church: He comforts us in all our troubles so that we
can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same
comfort God has given us. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) Several years ago, I was diagnosed with

heart disease and had a few stents put in. It was a challenging time for me and my family. I
am grateful to be alive. Last week a pastor friend shared about another pastor friend who
was facing some unexpected heart issues at a young age. I immediately reached out to
him. He explained his situation and it is a very similar to what I went through a few years
ago. He talked about hiding his issue for a while, the shame he felt, the fear he was
experiencing. As he talked, our hearts were in tune. I knew. I understood. I had
compassion. I prayed for him and promised to walk beside him in his journey.
-When we go through suffering it uniquely equips us and prepares us to care for others
who go through a similar type of suffering. The best person to care for someone going
through a divorce is someone who has been through a divorce. The best person to care
for someone who is battling cancer is someone who is battling cancer. The best person to
care for someone experiencing depression is someone experiencing depression. And the
best people to talk to someone who has lost a child are my friends Jon and Amy.
Closing
Aiden’s Memorial – What did I say?

-And here we are. None of us wants to be here. Not for this. We are sad. Someone once
said that every lament is a love song. I think that is probably true. Our level of grief
correlates directly to our depth of love. We are experiencing deep grief and sadness
because we love Aiden so very much and because he was so lovable. Some of us are also
angry. We all want to know why this tragic and senseless accident occurred. Let’s just
remove any illusion that I or anyone else can provide an adequate answer to that question.
I have no idea why this happened. But while this is a tragic and senseless event, I do not
believe it is meaningless. Nor do I believe it is hopeless.
-When we encounter great evil and tragedy it is common for people to question the
existence of God or at least the existence of a good God. This is an appropriate response.
But I believe that response leaves us in an even worse state. We have nowhere to turn. If
there is no God there is no one to question and no one to yell at and no chest to beat on. If
there is no God then there is no one to cry out to when our world is crumbling in around
us. If there is no God then there is no hope and there is no meaning.
I refuse to believe that this this is the case. We gather here today in this house of worship
holding fervently but tenuously to belief that there is a God who has revealed Himself in
our time and space and who cares deeply for us. We have someone to question, and
scream at, and even blame if we so choose.
-On Tuesday afternoon the family said goodbye to Aiden’s former body. And yet Aiden is
very much alive. Jon and Amy remember well the moment Aiden chose to place his faith in
Jesus for his salvation. Because of that decision the moment Aiden’s earthly body expired
he immediately entered the presence of God. I wish I could tell you exactly what he is
doing right now but the Bible doesn’t reveal that. I do know he is experiencing shalom. He
is experiencing all things being made right. I suspect he is having a blast with the
granddad he never got to meet here on earth. Jon, Amy, Lizzy, one day you will see Aiden
again. Maybe you will get a chance to make pancakes or build snow tunnels or reenact

scenes from Star Wars although I suspect there is something even better in the world to
come. This is not the end of the story. It is to be continued.
Dallas Willard’s Psalm 23 Prayer
-The Lord is our shepherd.
God, we put you in charge of our lives. We are no longer trying to run the show. We
are grateful to live under your care.
We shall not want.
Thank you, God that today we do not have to live under the tyranny of unfulfilled
and unsatisfied desires. Today, whatever is going on in our circumstances, we look
to Your presence and care.
You make us lie down in green pastures. You lead us beside still waters.
A sheep that is lying down in green pastures is not hungry or else the sheep would
be standing up eating. A sheep that encounters still waters can drink in peace and
be satisfied. You have met our needs physically, emotionally and spiritually. We are
so grateful we do not need to go through life driven by hunger or thirst.
You restore our souls.
God how we need this. Our minds are so easily obsessed with our anxiety and our
anger. Our souls feel torn up and wounded. Thank you that you heal our souls.
You lead us in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake.
God, thank you that you help us make wise decisions. That You are growing good
inside of us that can come out of us. Thank you for leading us in the right paths.
Yeah, though we walk through the valley of shadow of death. We will fear no evil.
Thank you, God that when anxiety comes it does not have to rule our lives. For you
are with us. You are with us. This day you are with us.
Your rod and your staff they comfort us. You prepare a table before us in the
presence of our enemies.
Thank you, God that we do not have to live in anxious fear in the presence of my
enemies. We can be calm enough to be hungry and ready to eat and maybe even
share food with our enemies.
You anoint our heads with oil.
You give us hot showers and clean, comfy towels after long, hard days.
Our cups runneth over.
Our cups are not mostly full, they are not all the way full, they are running over so
there is love we can give to other people.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of my life.
Picture goodness and mercy as little dogs running behind us, little goodness and
little mercy, following us from one moment to the next. We are never alone.
We will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
We do not even need to fear death. Thank you God for You and for Your love. Thank
you that we can live in experience-based confidence of Your loving care.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Resources

-Lament For A Son by Dr. Nicolas Wolterstorff
-A Grace Disguised by Jerry Sittser
-John interviews Dr. Jerry Sittser: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmACidf4ArI
-Where is God When it Hurts? and Disappointment with God by Philip Yancey
-Suffering: Gospel Hope When Life Doesn’t Make Sense by Paul Tripp
-Landfill Harmonic documentary: http://landfillharmonicmovie.com/

