Philippians: The Unstoppable Gospel
Big Idea: The gospel is unstoppable.
Passage: Philippians 1:12-30

Purpose: To challenge people to live as gospel ci3zens.
Verse: Philippians 1:27

Public Reading: Philippians 1:12-26
-Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance
the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard[c] and to everyone else that I
am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become conﬁdent in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of
envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The laHer do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the
defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selﬁsh ambiJon, not sincerely, supposing that they can
sJr up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it maHer? The important thing is that in every way,
whether from false moJves or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will conJnue to
rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has
happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed,
but will have suﬃcient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by
death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruiZul
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is beHer by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of
this, I know that I will remain, and I will conJnue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that
through my being with you again your boasJng in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.
Story
-I grew up on the east coast. We would regularly frequent beaches in North Carolina and Virginia. It’s a
diﬀerent experience than the coast of Oregon. Beaches in the Mid-Atlan3c states in the summer are super-hot
and the water is warm. I would spend most of my beach days playing around in the ocean with friends and
family. One of the ﬁrst lessons I learned as a young boy was to respect the power of the waves. I have early
memories of geQng taken out by a wave. A big wave can literally pick you, carry you along and then slam you
into the boTom. It is what I imagine it would be like to be caught in a large washing machine. I would emerge
with sand and shells in my swim trunks, spiQng out salt water, and oUen with tears in my eyes. I learned the
waves were way more powerful than I was.
At a young age I also learned how that power could bring joy. My parents bought me my ﬁrst boogie board. I
am not sure what you call them out west. Some people call them a bodyboard. It is like surﬁng on your
stomach. It didn’t take me long to ﬁgure it out. It was all 3ming. You would watch for a wave emerging far out
at sea, slowly building, slowing building, geQng bigger and bigger. At the right moment, you had to hop on the
board and paddle with all your might for the shore. The most common mistake is star3ng to paddle too late.
Then the wave just breaks over your head. But if you 3me it right, the wave will pick you and you will ride on
top of it all the way to the shore. I s3ll have that same boogie board. I was using this last summer with our girls
on the coast of North Carolina. When I catch a wave, I s3ll let out that same joyous yelp I did as a kid. It is such
a wonderful experience to ride a wave.
-Can you imagine trying to stop a wave it in its tracks? A wave is an unstoppable force. It will advance one way
or another.
-We are in the 2nd week of a series exploring Paul’s leTer to the Philippians that we are calling A New Way of
Living. Paul arrived in Philippi around AD 49 and planted his ﬁrst church in Europe. Philippi is located in
modern day Greece. Approximately 13 years later, Paul wrote the church this leTer from a Roman jail cell as he
faced death.
Paul is wri3ng to thank them for their faithful ﬁnancial support. But Paul is doing much more than that. Paul
wants to change their minds. Paul wants them to see themselves as God sees them. He starts working
towards this end in his opening gree3ng. He greets them as saints or holy ones in the Lord. They are saints not

because of anything they have done, but because of what Jesus has done for them. The same is true of us. We
are saints in Jesus. We have a new status and a new standing in Jesus.
Paul wants them to think diﬀerently so they will live diﬀerently. Paul men3ons two fruits of this new way of
living – joy and love. Joy is boundless saJsfacJon. Joy is having a pervasive sense of well-being even when we
are suﬀering. Joy is a huge theme in Paul’s leTer.
The second fruit of this new way of living is love. Love is not an emo3on. Love is an ac3on. Love is giving our
lives away. Paul wants to change their minds. Paul wants to change our minds. He wants us to have the
mindset of Jesus. As we think like Jesus we will being to live like Jesus.
-We are encouraging everyone to purchase a liTle book called Reading Philippians from scholar Dr. Nijay
Gupta. This resource will deepen your experience as we journey through this series.
-Let’s explore Philippians 1 verses 12-30.
Conﬁdence in the Unstoppable Gospel (vs. 12-26)
-Verse 12-26 is the longest sec3on of chapter one of Paul’s leTer. His purpose is to once again change their
mindset. We have to do some guesswork on the mindset of the Philippians. They likely sent Paul a leTer when
they sent their ﬁnancial giU with Epaphroditus. Epaphroditus must have shared in depth with Paul about their
mindset. We can reasonably presume that they were they were troubled by Paul’s imprisonment, impending
trial and possible death. Paul was their founding pastor. Paul’s teaching and wri3ngs and life had shaped their
lives and their church. It was hard to follow Jesus in 1st century Rome. They were experiencing persecu3on
from outside of the church and tensions from inside the church.
They must have also heard that Paul’s rivals in Rome were using his imprisonment as an opportunity for selﬁsh
gain. The Philippians were likely discouraged. They were likely despairing. It seemed like the way of Jesus was
losing. It seemed like the gospel wasn’t very good news for them or for Paul.
-Paul uses this sec3on to let them know how wrong they were. He wants to change their minds about his
circumstances so he could change their mind about their circumstances. He tells them this in verse 12: - Now I
want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the
gospel. Oh really? How so Paul?
Paul lays out the evidence. First, Paul’s imprisonment has given him the opportunity to share the gospel with
the Roman palace guard. These guards were possibly Imperial or Praetorian Guards who were an elite group
who served Caesar.
-Could you imagine having guard duty for the apostle Paul?
Jeﬀ, here’s your schedule for the week. What? I have to be with Paul 3 Jmes this week? That dude doesn’t shut
up about Jesus. And he is so joyous all the Jme. What is his deal? It would be like guarding Luis Palau. Paul told
the Philippians that because of his imprisonment the enJre palace guard knew about Jesus – they had heard
the gospel. We have no way of knowing how many of the palace guard became followers of Jesus. But it is
reasonable to think a percentage of them did.
The second way that Paul’s imprisonment served to advance the gospel was that the house churches in Rome
were becoming conﬁdent and proclaiming the gospel without fear. This suggest that prior to Paul’s
imprisonment the churches in Rome were not conﬁdent and were scared to preach the gospel. Then they see
Paul sharing the gospel boldly with the palace guard. And then Roman soldiers start to show up for church on
Sunday. Knock, knock. They open the door to ﬁnd a Roman soldier and think they are going to get dragged oﬀ
to prison. Instead the soldier wants to get bapJzed. That will build some conﬁdence.
-Then Paul addresses their second concern – that his rivals in Rome were beneﬁ>ng from his imprisonment.
Paul compares this group to the group he was just talking about who were sharing the gospel conﬁdently and
without fear. Paul’s rivals were preaching the gospel out of envy and selﬁsh ambiJon. They were using Paul’s
imprisonment to s3r up trouble for Paul.
Who were these people? It is a mystery. They were not false prophets. They were preaching a true gospel. But
they were preaching the gospel with selﬁsh ambi3on. At least our modern-day church doesn’t struggle with
people preaching the gospel with selﬁsh ambiYon. That was a joke.

These were likely young and immature followers of Jesus in Rome who were using Paul’s imprisonment as an
opportunity to advance their own status. The Philippians had heard about this and were deeply troubled. Paul
was not troubled. Paul states it clearly in v. 18: But what does it maHer? The important thing is that in every
way, whether from false moJves or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will
conJnue to rejoice.
I was listening to a podcast interview with Fleming Rutledge this week. Fleming is a
one of the church’s greatest living thinkers, writers and preachers. She is in her 80s
now. The interviewer asked, “Fleming, what do you want people to say about you
when you are dead and gone?” Fleming responded, “that she preached Christ.” That
is what Paul is trying to convey. Even though his rivals had poor moYves, Jesus was
sYll being preached. The gospel was sYll advancing.
-This is not to suggest that our mo3ves as preachers and teachers don’t maTer. They
certainly do. Paul talks about that in numerous other places. Paul is simply making a larger point. What the
Philippians saw as losing, Paul saw as winning. Paul understood that God was able to use his imprisonment
and the selﬁsh moYves of his rivals for good. Paul knew the gospel was unstoppable. It was going to advance
one way or another. Paul is ﬂipping the script on them.
-And then Paul summarizes his mindset, a mindset he hopes they will adopt. He writes these famous words –
for to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Paul explains his mindset. Paul compares two pathways. On one
side, if Paul were to die, it would be gain for him, for he would be face to face with Jesus. What could be
beTer? As we discussed on Easter Paul believed death was not an end but a beginning.
But on the other side, if Paul con3nued to live, he could con3nue to be part of sharing and living the gospel.
That would be gain for the Philippians and others. Paul is honest – he would prefer to depart and be with
Jesus. He says that is beTer by far. But Paul knows the way of Jesus is to put the interest of others before our
own interests. More on that next week.
Paul choses, as much as he has the ability to choose, to stay and be with them. Paul’s leTer had to have blown
their minds. That is what he was trying to do – change their minds about suﬀering, rivalries and even death.
More than anything, he wanted to change their minds about the power of the gospel. The Philippians thought
the gospel was losing. Paul wanted them to know that the gospel was winning. Paul wanted them to know the
gospel is an unstoppable force. Like a mighty wave, it cannot be stopped.
-Let’s read the last 4 verses of the chapter.
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and
see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand ﬁrm in the one Spirit, striving
together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has
been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suﬀer for him, 30 since you are
going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I sJll have. (Philippians 1:27-30)
Gospel Life (vs.27-30)
-Most scholars agree that this is Paul’s primary exhorta3on of the leTer. Remember that Paul is not wri3ng this
leTer to provide material for our devo3ons. Paul is wri3ng to change our behavior. He is invi3ng us into a new
way of living.
-What is his primary challenge? We ﬁnd it in verse 27. If you highlight your Bible, this is a good verse to
highlight. Paul wants us to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus. The Greek word Paul
uses for conduct yourselves is a very speciﬁc Greek word that suggested ciJzenship.
In the Roman world ci3zenship was a tremendous privilege and honor. The Romans also believed ci3zens were
held to a higher standing. Once again, Paul wants to change our minds. He wants us to see ourselves as gospel
ciJzens, to use Nijay’s phrase.

-That leads us to the ques3on – What is the gospel? It is a well-known word, but it is oUen misunderstood. The
Greek word is euangelion. It is formed from two words. Eu which means good and angelion which means
announcement. We typically say gospel means good news which is true. A beTer deﬁni3on would be good
announcement. News refers to update on everyday occurrences. Whereas announcement refers to something
more monumental, something that will create news. The gospel is a good announcement.
A good announcement about what? When ﬁrst century people heard the word gospel, especially if they were
in the Roman Empire, they immediately would connect the word gospel to an announcement about a new
emperor. We see the word used this way for announcing the reign of Augustus Caesar. The good
announcement was about the reign of Augustus who would bring peace, jus3ce and prosperity through his
rule. The Romans knew diﬀerently, but that was the hope.
-The writers of Scripture and the early Chris3ans used this word gospel to evoke that meaning while also
poin3ng back to the Hebrew prophets. The prophet Isaiah talks about good news concerning the reign of a
coming Messiah, or King, who will make all things right. When Jesus showed up on the scene, he was
proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God. Jesus was claiming to be that long-awaited Messiah and
King. Jesus was also stepping into the Greco-Roman sense of the word. Jesus was announcing that God in the
ﬂesh had arrived as King and would inaugurate a new Kingdom of peace, jus3ce and prosperity. The big
diﬀerence was that the Roman emperors ruled through coercive power and violence. Jesus would rule through
self-sacriﬁcing love.
-What is the gospel? Here is my simple deﬁni3on: The gospel is – the announcement of God’s reign and
restoraDon through King Jesus. The gospel is the good announcement that God has returned as King to save
His people and restore the world. This worldwide restoraYon began and was made possible through the
death and resurrecYon of Jesus. That was His inaugura3on. It is important to recognize that the gospel is not
just about our personal salvaYon. It is about so much more. It is about restoring our hearts, but it is also
about restoring the world through the reign of King Jesus.
-This is what Paul was geQng at when he challenged the Philippian church to “conduct ourselves in a manner
worthy of the gospel.” Paul wants us to live as gospel ci3zens. Paul wants us to know that we have dual
ci3zenship. We are ci3zens of the Kingdom of God. We are meant to live under the governance of God. We are
to live as if Jesus is King and His Kingdom is coming.
Big Idea
-The Philippian church heard Paul was in prison and facing death. They heard Paul’s rivals were taking
advantage of his imprisonment for personal gain. They were despairing. It seemed like the gospel was a joke.
But Paul ﬂips the script. Paul couldn’t disagree more. He wants to change their minds about his circumstances
and the state of the gospel.
-Paul tells them the gospel is being advanced. He uses this word twice. Paul tells them that the gospel is an
unstoppable force. Like a mighty wave, it picks up and carries everything in its path. Paul wants them to know
that God is reigning and restoring through King Jesus. Paul wants them to know that the unstoppable gospel
will advance one way or another. God will use anything and everything to advance the gospel. Paul wants them
to know that God was even using his imprisonment and his opponents to advance the gospel. Paul wants them
to know that God may even use his death to advance the gospel. Most importantly, Paul wants them to live
their lives in a manner worthy of this unstoppable gospel. He wants them to live as gospel ci3zens. He wants
them to live as if Jesus was King and His Kingdom is coming. Paul wants them to ride the wave.
What does this look like? Paul tells us in verses 27-30.
Living as Gospel CiYzens
Gospel ciDzens stand together
-First, Paul tells us that gospel ciJzens stand together. He writes, Then, whether I come and see you or only
hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand ﬁrm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the
faith of the gospel. Nijay translates striving together as ﬁghJng together and suggests Paul is using military
imagery throughout the leTer. Paul does this in other leTers. Paul wrote several of his leTers from prison
under the guard of the military. I am sure Paul learned a lot about the military from those guarding him. It was
likely on his mind.

-The Roman military was the most dominant force in the world for many centuries. The key to their success
was coordinaYon and cooperaYon. Here are pictures of several of their typical forma3ons in baTle.

This is the turtle formaYon.

This is the triple line formaYon

This is the V formaYon.

The key to all three forma3ons was they had to stand together and to use Paul’s words stand ﬁrm.
-The same principle is true for gospel ci3zens. Our enemies are not ﬂesh and blood. Our enemies are the
forces of evil that prey on our world. The gospel will one day overcome all these forces of evil. That has begun.
As gospel ci3zens, our role in the advancement of the gospel against evil is to stand together, side by side in
unity and solidarity. We cannot break rank. We must stand together.
-We oUen think of Paul as a lone ranger. That would not be accurate. Paul almost always traveled with people.
He arrived in Philippi with Silas and perhaps Luke. Paul was wri3ng the leTer to the Philippians with Timothy
and Epaphroditus by his side. Paul lived, worked and served in community working together as one for the
advancement of the gospel.
-No one knows what the next year or two will look like. It is likely to be challenging on numerous fronts. The
pandemic, the economic distress, the poli3cal upheaval will threaten to rip us apart. But the gospel brings us
together. The gospel keeps us together. What unites us is greater than what divides us. We have the same King
and we are ci3zens of the same Kingdom. We are in this together. That is the ﬁrst quality of gospel ci3zens. We
stand together.
Gospel ciYzens live boldly
-Second, gospel ciJzens live boldly. Paul con3nues, Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in
my absence, I will know that you stand ﬁrm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the
gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. Paul acknowledges that the
Philippians’ natural human response in the face of their suﬀering and Paul’s suﬀering was to fear. But Paul tells
them to not be frightened in any way. He tells them – do not fear. This is perhaps the most common command
we get throughout Scripture. 365 Ymes Scripture tells us do not fear or do not be afraid. One for each day of
the year. God knows that fear is our natural reac3on to hard things. If you are feeling fearful in this season you
are not alone.
-But Paul wants to change our minds. Paul was us to think diﬀerently. As ci3zens of the unstoppable gospel, we
do not need to fear. In fact, as ci3zens of the unstoppable gospel, we are meant to live boldly and conﬁdently.
This a frequent theme in the leTer.
-Six verses into the leTer Paul writes - being conﬁdent of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry
it on to compleJon unJl the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6) Then 14 verses in, in a verse we read earlier,
Paul states triumphantly, And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become conﬁdent in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. (Philippians 1:14) Again in verse 25, aUer
Paul talks about how dying is gain, he states that he is conﬁdent of this. Paul uses the same word for
conﬁdence six Ymes in this short leber.
-This is not Paul challenging us to live fearlessly like some kind of irra3onal daredevils. This is not Paul
sugges3ng we need to conjure up some courage we don’t possess. Most of us are not naturally courageous. I
am more like the cowardly lion geQng out of bed each morning with my knees knocking a bit. Paul is

challenging us not fear and to live boldly and conﬁdently because we are gospel ciYzens and the gospel is
unstoppable. It is happening one way or another. As Paul later writes to his Philippians co-author Timothy: For
the Spirit God gave us does not make us Jmid, but gives us power. (2 Timothy 1:7a)
As gospel ci3zens we can go into each day with our shoulders back and our heads held high, standing side by
side in boldness and conﬁdence. Because He who began a good work in us and has begun a good work in the
world will complete it. You can bank on it.
-Which makes me think of a scene from J.R.R. Tolkien’s Return of the King. I recognize some of you may be
geQng 3red of me giving illustra3ons from The Lord of the Rings. Tough. Deal with it.
My daughter Eden and I are reading it together. We are almost done. I had forgoTen that (Spoiler alert) aUer
the ring gets destroyed, there is s3ll another third of the book to go. The movies don’t cover this sec3on. I
have found it to be profound.
I just read the scene where the 4 hobbits return to the Shire aUer the ring and Sauron are destroyed. When
they leU the Shire, it was the picture of shalom. When they return, it is in bondage and decay. It has become a
police state under the authority of evil people. These evil people are using their power to subjugate and abuse.
There is a gate where there was never a gate. Food is ra3oned. Homes and buildings are abandoned and
destroyed. The gardens have all dried up. There is no beer. Fear dominates the land.
The 4 hobbits are shocked when they return home. But they are not one bit fearful. They are not dismayed.
When the leader sends his forces to arrest them, they laugh in their faces. Why are they so bold and
conﬁdent? Because they know evil has been dethroned. They know the one true King sits on the throne. They
know that the King is their friend and that he is commiTed to restoring the land and making all things right.
They look at the fearful faces of those trying to arrest them and state, “You don’t know do you? You don’t know
that Sauron and Saruman are vanquished. You don’t know that the true King reigns. You don’t know that he is
coming very soon.”
-This is the exact mindset Paul is trying to invoke in the followers of Jesus at Philippi. He is trying to invoke it in
us. We look around and see that a lot of things aren’t right. Evil is s3ll at work in parts of our world. But we do
not need to fear because we know God is reigning and restoring through King Jesus. Because of that we can
live boldly as gospel ciYzens.
Gospel ciYzens see suﬀering as opportunity
-Finally, gospel ciJzens see suﬀering as opportunity. The Philippians saw Paul’s suﬀering and thought it was
game over. They were despairing and despondent. Paul wanted them to think diﬀerently about his suﬀering
and their suﬀering. Paul began our passage today by declaring that what has happened to me has actually
advanced the gospel. Paul knew the gospel was unstoppable. Paul knew that God could use anything and
everything to advance the gospel including his own suﬀering. Paul saw suﬀering as opportunity.
He ends our passage by telling the Philippians that the same was true of them. For it has been granted to
you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suﬀer for him, (Philippians 1:29a) Paul wants us to
see our suﬀering as opportunity.
-Let’s step back for moment, because we can be very careless in how we talk about suﬀerings. God is not the
author of suﬀering. God hates suﬀering. God entered our suﬀering to end our suﬀering. Because of the reign
and restora3on of King Jesus, one day there will be no more suﬀering. But right now, there is suﬀering. And
while there is suﬀering, God is able to use suﬀering to advance the gospel. Suﬀering is not good, but God can
use it for good.
-This is the way Paul saw it. It is a frequent theme in almost all of his leTers including Philippians. Nijay writes
that, “Paul saw his shackles as conductors of the gospel’s power.” I love that. Paul truly believed that God used
His chains, his suﬀering, to advance the gospel.
A great illustra3on of this is compost. Most of us have bins where we place our compost. Compost is basically
biodegradable trash. It is an odd collec3on of broken things we have no use for. But collecYvely, given Yme,
compost becomes ferYle and is transformed in a breeding ground for life. In the same way God uses our
suﬀering for good, for the advancement of the gospel.

-One of my ﬁrst heroes of the faith was a young woman named Joni Eareckson Tada.

I read her autobiography when I was about 10. I remember marveling at this remarkable quadriplegic who
painted and drew beau3ful pictures with her mouth. Joni lost the use of her arms and legs in a freak diving
accident when she was 17. At the age of 26, she released her autobiography which told the story of how her
accident taught her to trust God and follow Jesus more passionately. It has sold over 5 million copies and been
translated into 38 languages.
-Over 40 years of ministry Joni has used her accident and paralysis as a catalyst to advance the gospel. She
started an organiza3on called Joni and Friends devoted to helping families with disabili3es. It oﬀers family
retreats and workshops in 44 countries. Joni launched Wheels for the World which has given away over
100,000 wheelchairs to people in need in 40 countries. She uses prisoners from all over the country to restore
old wheelchairs. She launched Cause for Life which serves the needs of disabled orphans all over the world.
She has been appointed by several Presidents to councils to help the disabled and has played a role in passing
the Americans with DisabiliDes Act.
-Joni has lived as a quadriplegic for over 50 years, baTled breast cancer twice and lives in chronic pain due to
scoliosis and a displaced hip. And yet she sees all this suﬀering as an opportunity for God to work. At a recent
gala, she was approached by a college-age volunteer. The volunteer sheepishly asked – do you think any of this
would have happened were it not for your diving accident? Joni smiled and responded – it’s why I thank God
every day for my wheelchair.
That perspecYve is almost maddening to consider. It’s like Paul being grateful for being in prison facing death.
That mindset comes from understanding that we are gospel ciYzens. And the gospel is unstoppable.
-Many of us may be suﬀering right now. If not, we will certainly suﬀer at some point. It is part of a world not
yet made right. When we suﬀer, how will we see our suﬀering? As ciYzens of the unstoppable gospel, we are
meant to see suﬀering as an opportunity. We are meant to ask – how is God going to use my suﬀering to
advance the gospel. He can and he will.
Riding the Big Wave
-Me riding waves is child’s play compared to surfers who ride big waves. A large wave to me is 5 to 6 feet. That
feels like a monster. But to big wave surfers, that is a ripple. Certain shorelines in the world are shaped in such
a way that they amplify waves. When the 3des and wind are just right, big waves emerge. Big wave surfers
travel the globe hun3ng big waves to ride. The two biggest waves ever ridden were oﬀ the coast of Portugal.
The biggest wave ever ridden was by a Brazilian surfer in November 2017.

This behemoth wave topped out at 80 feet high. You have got to be kidding me. I can’t even imagine how
incredible it would be to ride that monster to shore.
-That wave is like the gospel. Nothing is going to stop it in its tracks. It is unstoppable. It is coming one way or
another. Paul wants us to ride the wave. He wants us to allow the power of the unstoppable gospel to liU us up
carry us along. For we are conﬁdent that God is reigning and restoring through King Jesus and that He can use
anything and everything, even suﬀering, to bring Kingdom come.
-It is remarkable to consider that God was able to use one of the most horriﬁc forms of death ever created to
advance the gospel. The cross became the launching pad for the God’s reign and restora3on of the world.
-Let’s pray.
BenedicYon
-Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and
see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand ﬁrm in the one Spirit,[e] striving
together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God.

