The Great Reversal: Easter
Pastor John Rosensteel

Big Idea:

Jesus is more than we think he is.

Purpose:

To encourage people to see Jesus for who he is.

Passage:

Luke 24:13-35

Opening

Disappointment
-When is the last time you were disappointed? Ponder that question for a moment. When
is the last time you were disappointed? It may have been this morning. It may have been
last night. I doubt it has been very long. Most humans encounter disappointment on a
regular basis.
-I love asking my friends who participate in online dating to share about their experiences.
Online dating didn’t exist when I was single so I never got to experience it. They all have
really funny stories. Some have fallen in love. But almost all of them have experienced
disappointment. It seems like standard practice for people to not be fully truthful in their
online profile, especially with their age, weight, vocation and pictures. One study revealed
that 80% of people lie in their online dating profile. Lots of people use pictures that are
dated or don’t give an accurate representation what they look like. So, when people finally
meet in person, they are disappointed. People don’t look like their picture. And people
aren’t who they say they are. Working at Burger King doesn’t mean you can say you are a
chef just like working as a bank teller doesn’t mean you have a career in finance. And it
might be important to mention that the spacious studio apartment you live in is also
located in your parent’s basement.
-Disappointment is defined as sadness or
displeasure caused by the nonfulfillment of one’s
hopes and expectations. The etymology of the
word literally means to not meet at an appointed
place. Simply put, disappointment is the gap
between our expectations and reality.
-My daughter Jubilee and her friends like playing
this game created by the Jelly Belly company
called Bean Bozzled. I love Jelly Bellies. They have
some fantastic flavors. You set the game up by
telling people they are going to try a Jelly Belly and
they have to guess the flavor. What the people
don’t know is that Jelly Belly has created some
terrible flavors that look like traditional Jelly Bellies.

Some of these disgusting flavors are dead fish, dirty dishwater, old bandage, rotten egg,
canned dog food, moldy cheese, stinky socks, lawn clippings and barf. Imagine my
surprise when my loving daughter and her friends give me a Jelly Belly and I pop it in my
mouth and it tastes like stinky socks. That is disappointment. There was a gap between
my expectations and reality.
-I have an idea for a self-help book. It would consist of one page to be read every
morning. It would say Today is going to be the worst day ever. Odds are it won’t be the
worst day ever so, at the end of the day you will feel pretty good about instead of starting
the day with big expectations and being disappointed. What do you think? They will be on
sale out in the lobby after the service for $9.99. $9.99 for a disappointment free life. What
a bargain. I will take credit card or Venmo. ;-)
-When is the last time you were disappointed? It may revolve around a relationship with a
friend, a family member, or a romantic partner. It may revolve around a job. It may revolve
around something you lost due to COVID. It may just be a general sense about your life.
This is not what you expected it would be. Today we are going to conclude our series on
the Gospel of Luke by looking at one of the last scenes. It is a scene about disappointment
turned to delight.
Review/series/next series

-Over the last few months, we have been journeying through the Gospel of Luke. Luke is
one of four eyewitness accounts of the life of Jesus. We have subtitled the series The
Great Reversal. Luke highlights how Jesus is continually turning everything and everyone
upside-down and inside-out.
-Next week we start a brand-new series called 10 Questions: Exploring Barriers to Faith.
This series will explore the questions that keep many people from ever considering the
way of Jesus. That may be some of you this morning. Engaging these questions may also
equip people who are deconstructing their faith with new perspective for the journey
ahead. And wrestling with these questions will enable followers of Jesus to give a reason
for the hope that is in us. (1 Peter 3:15) We will tackle questions about slavery and violence
in the Bible, the tensions between science and faith, why God allows suffering, and if God
has a political party and many more. Our Big Read for the series will be Confronting
Christianity, by Rebecca McLaughlin. It will be on sale in the lobby next Sunday. Our hope
is that exploring these hard questions will reveal the way of Jesus to be good, beautiful
and true.
Public reading: Luke 24:13-35
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about
everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were
kept from recognizing him.
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked
him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have happened there in these days?”
“What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word
and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but
we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what
is more, it is the third day since all this took place.
In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this
morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a
vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and
then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on
as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized
him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened
the Scriptures to us?”
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven
and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has
risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on
the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
On the Road to Emmaus
Conversing on the Road with Jesus (13-27)

-Our passage begins with the words that same day. This points us back to the beginning
of chapter 24 where Luke tells us that a group of Jesus’ female disciples including Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb where Jesus was laid to administer spices. This was common
in Jewish burial tradition. Jesus’ body was buried in the burial cave of a rich man named
Nicodemus. This would have been a large burial cave with several slots for bodies. Jesus’
body would have been laid on a preparation table awaiting spices. After spices were
administered, the body would have been placed in a slot. After one year someone would

return to gather his bones to be placed in burial
box. Here is a picture of a first century burial cave.
-Luke tells us the women were shocked to find the
stone that covered the entrance to the tomb rolled
away. They were even more shocked to find two
angels sitting where Jesus’ body had been left.
These angels declared that Jesus had risen from
the dead and reminded the women that Jesus had
predicted his death and resurrection. The women
told the remaining 11 disciples and others gathered
with them the things they had experienced. They thought the women were full of
nonsense. But Peter had to see for himself. He went to the tomb and found it empty just
as the women had said.
-Luke then tells us that one day two of them were
going to a village called Emmaus. We don’t know
the exact location of this village but when we
recently traveled to the Holy Land, we had our last
supper as a team at one of the leading contenders.
Here is a pic of me and my friend Trent outside a
restaurant in that town.
The two of them were part of the group Luke
references. They would have been in the room
when the women came with their report of the
empty tomb. But they didn’t know what to do with
the crazy news and decided to head home—as most Jewish people were doing now that
the Passover Feast was over.
-Luke tells us they were locked in a heated or animated discussion. They were likely
processing everything they had experienced over the last week: Jesus’ triumphal entry,
their expectation had been so high at that point, Jesus going berserk in the Temple, that
was unexpected, the Last Supper, it was so weird to see Jesus washing feet, the allnighter in the Garden, Judas showing his true colors, Peter cutting off an ear, Jesus’ arrest,
trials, and horrific death, how their hopes had been crushed, hiding in fear for days, and
now these unexpected reports of an empty tomb and a Jesus who had come back to life.
They were deeply perplexed. And then Luke tells us that, out of the blue, a friendly fella
draws up alongside them—Good afternoon. It sure is a nice day for a walk.
-Luke is a good storyteller. He reveals to us the readers that He is the man, but the two
disciples do not recognize Him. We know more than they do. The Greek phrase is that
their eyes were overpowered. They were kept from recognizing Jesus.
Jesus asked them what they were chatting about. Luke tells us that their faces were
downcast. They were troubled. They were sad. They had set their hope completely on
Jesus, only to see Him humiliated and brutally killed on the cross. It was crushing. They

were disappointed. There was an enormous gulf between their expectations and what
they saw as their reality.
-Luke tells us that one of the men was named Cleopas. Luke and the other gospel writers
will often give a name like this to authenticate the story. It is likely that Cleopas was still
alive when Luke wrote his gospel. We do not know the identity of the other disciple, but I
think it is his wife. Jesus had many female disciples and she was one of them.
-Jesus asks them What are you talking so passionately about? Cleopas responds, What do
you think we are talking about? Do you live in a hole in the ground? Cleopas assumes
everyone in the Jerusalem area knew about the death of Jesus and rumors of His
resurrection. Then they tell Jesus about himself. The irony.
Cleopas catches Jesus up on everything. Jesus had to be smiling a bit at this point.
Cleopas’ summation of the events reveals the mindset of the disciples. They recognized
that Jesus was a prophet mighty in word and deed. They thought He was like a 2nd Moses.
They had hoped He was the long-awaited Messiah who would redeem Israel from Rome.
Their hope was that Jesus would lead a 2nd exodus and liberate His people. But their
hopes were dashed when Jesus was crucified. They couldn’t conceive of a crucified King.
They found rumors of Jesus’ resurrection to be perplexing, but they clearly didn’t believe
Jesus had actually risen from the dead. They needed more than second-hand reports.
They would need to see Jesus. Again, the irony.
-Jesus rebukes them. He tells them they are foolish and slow to believe. I imagine Cleopas
and his wife might have been offended. Who was this complete stranger telling us we are
foolish and faithless? I don’t think Jesus rebuked them in a mean-spirited way. I think He
did it with a twinkle in His eye. Jesus tells them to read their Bible—which would have
been the Hebrew Scriptures. Jesus tells them that they have missed the story. Jesus starts
from the beginning and reveals how the events of the last few days align perfectly with
what the ancient prophets predicted would happen. I am betting that was the Bible study
of all Bible studies.
Breaking Bread with Jesus (28-35)
-Eventually they arrived in Emmaus. Jesus said
goodbye, but Cleopas and his wife invited Jesus to
their home for the evening. At the table when Jesus
took the bread, gave thanks, and broke it, their eyes
were opened. This description of Jesus’ actions
mirrored the Last Supper. I think Cleopas and his
wife were at the Last Supper.
Here is Rembrandt’s interpretation of the scene
entitled Supper at Emmaus.
-The moment they recognized Him, Jesus
disappeared. Jesus disappeared several other times
after His resurrection. The Scriptures tell us that all

who hope in Jesus will receive resurrection bodies. I hope they include the ability to
appear and disappear at will. How convenient would that be? We are at gatherings that
get boring or awkward—I’m out.
-Luke concludes his story by telling us Cleopas and his wife got up from the table and
sprinted back to Jerusalem to inform the disciples that Jesus was indeed alive and well.
I have a few insights I want to unpack.
Insights
We are invited to enter a greater story

-We are invited to enter a greater story. There is nothing like a great story. When we read
a great story, when we watch a great story, and when we participate in a great story, our
hearts come alive. This is why we will stay up late to finish a book, or watch a 3-hour
Marvel movie or go pay top dollar to see Hamilton on Broadway. There is nothing like a
great story. When we hear or watch or experience a great story it feels like coming
home—it feels like something we were made to participate in. This is why I can explain
something to you and you begin to fall asleep. But when I say, “Let me tell you a story…”
everyone leans in.
-On the road that day, Jesus opened the Scriptures and revealed the greater story to
Cleopas and his wife. And they were captivated. Their hearts came alive. They began
disappointed. They ended up being filled with wonder and delight.
What greater story did Jesus reveal that day and invite them to enter? We obviously don’t
know exactly what He said, but I think we can get close. The greater story Jesus told them
that day has all the components of all great stories—a hopeful beginning, an unexpected
tragedy, a hero and a rescue, and finally a redemption or restoration where everyone lives
happily ever after.
-Let me briefly sketch the greater story the Bible reveals. I am indebted to my professor,
Scot McKnight, for helping see this more clearly. In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. And it was tov, it was good. Genesis describes the garden as God’s
temple. That’s how the original readers would have understood it. God was reigning in His
temple. And then God created Adam and Eve—and they were very tov, or very good.
God called Adam and Eve to serve as his eikons or image bearers. Adam and Eve and
those that followed were to represent God and rule over God’s creation in a redemptive
way that would bring flourishing for all. Everything was hunky-dory or shalom, just right.
That’s the hopeful beginning.
-But then an unexpected tragedy occurs. The eikons or image bearers rebelled. They
thought they knew better than God. They wanted to be god. Their actions broke shalom
and we are experiencing the tsunami of those actions to this day. God kicked them out of
the garden, but before doing so, He promised to one day send a perfect eikon who would
bring restoration and rule in righteousness. This is the first mention of the coming hero, or
Messiah, to use the Jewish title.

-God went about setting up the rescue mission. God choose Abraham, and out of
Abraham and Sarah, He formed a people led by kings who were supposed to represent
God and rule redemptively. Like Adam and Eve, they failed. The hope for the hero, or
Messiah, persisted. The prophets continued to promise his coming. When we open the
pages of the New Testament, it has been 400 years of relative silence and waiting.
-The New Testament opens with the gospel eyewitnesses revealing Jesus of Nazareth as
the long-awaited Messiah. Jesus, God’s own son, arrives on the scene to do what Adam
and Eve and Israel’s kings could never do. Jesus is revealed as the true King. Jesus intends
to establish God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven to restore God’s original creative
intent. Jesus begins to invite people to join or enter His Kingdom and participate in the
worldwide restoration project where all things will be made right. Jesus’ death and
resurrection are His inauguration and the authentication that He is truly the long-awaited
King. The story of Jesus brings the story of Israel to its completion and resolution. Jesus is
the embodiment of God’s promise to send a Messiah, a hero, a perfect eikon to make all
things right.
-And the story doesn’t end with Jesus. The story was just beginning. After Jesus ascended
to heaven, God’s Spirit arrived and the church was born. The church is the continuation of
Israel. The church is to bear witness to the world of the redemption in Jesus the King and
to embody the kingdom as the people of God. By God’s grace, and through the power of
the cross, we are made into new creations. We are to be the eikons, or image bearers, that
Adam and Eve were intended to be. We are invited to be part of Kingdom come.
And one day King Jesus, who is ruling right now on His throne, will return to fully
consummate His kingdom and make all things right. Revelation paints a picture of what
this will look like—a majestic city that is vibrant, flourishing, centered around King Jesus
and giving glory to God. This is essentially the story Jesus told Cleopas and his wife that
day on the road to Emmaus. No wonder their hearts came alive. Jesus wasn’t just telling
them the greater story. Jesus was inviting them to enter it.
-What Cleopas and his wife failed to grasp prior to their chat with Jesus was that this
greater story was God’s plan the entire time. It was not hidden in Scripture. It was on full
display. They just didn’t see it. And Jesus is the missing piece that brings the story
together. Literary scholars call this greater story the meta-narrative – the plot that shows
up in all great stories. It is the story that shapes every story. It is the story that shapes
every life. It is the story we are all invited to join. It is the story that is impossible without
King Jesus.
Jesus is way more than we think He is

-As I reflected on this story, I was also struck that the people who knew Jesus the best,
the men and women who walked with Him, talked with Him, lived with Him and learned
from Him failed to truly understand who He was. This should compel us to take a hard
look at how we see Jesus. Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say I am?” How would
we answer that question?

-Years ago, I started collecting Jesus figurines. I thought it was interesting and sometimes
alarming to see how Jesus was depicted in our culture. Here are a few from my collection.
We have Dashboard Jesus – Enlightenment on a Spring. We also have the Jesus
Nodder. This is the Jesus I ask for things from. He always nods yes. Weird. Then we have
Buddy Jesus from the movie Dogma. Then we have Jesus on a Harley with a removable
crown of thorns. Our girls used to play with these and I was always concerned they would
lose the crown of thorns. Then we have the Jesus Action Figure with poseable arms and
gliding action. Jesus glided. Who knew? And finally, we have Hope on a Rope, Jesus bath
soap. That’s just disturbing. Like Cleopas and the early disciples, we often make Jesus in
our image. We end up with a Jesus who looks nothing like the real Jesus. We end up
disappointed.

-Jesus’ disciples made Jesus in their image. They wanted a King who would free Israel
from Roman bondage. Their full expectation was that Jesus was going to enter Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday, rally the people, and kick some Roman butt. They were encouraged
when Jesus started flipping tables. Now we’re talking. I have heard people argue that
Judas betrayed Jesus not out of greed but because Judas Iscariot understood that Jesus
had no intention of overthrowing Rome. Judas Iscariot, which means dagger man, was a
Jewish revolutionary and wanted nothing to do with a movement built on peace and love.
I have a friend that has suggested that Peter did not deny Jesus out of fear but out of
anger. Remember, Peter brought a sword to the garden. When the soldiers approached to
arrest Jesus, Peter cut off a soldier’s ear. That doesn’t seem like a guy who is scared. What
if Peter denied knowing Jesus because he was disgusted or even ashamed of Jesus? Like
Judas, Peter thought Jesus was going to take down Rome. But instead of taking down
Rome, Jesus ended up on a Roman cross. Do you know him? I don’t know him.
Regardless, that core group of Jesus’ disciples had made Jesus in their image. They forced
Jesus into the box of their expectations for a Messiah. They ended up disappointed. We
are no different. I expect there are plenty of people in this room today who might be
disappointed with Jesus.
-When we make Jesus in our image, we minimize who Jesus is and what Jesus intends to
do. Cleopas told Jesus, We had hoped he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.
Their very small image of Jesus was that He was going to do what Moses did and set
God’s people free from Roman bondage. Little did they know that Jesus not only intended
to redeem Israel, but to redeem the world—and that very much included all the disciples.
-But to do so, Jesus had to suffer and die. This is exactly what Jesus told them—the
Messiah had to suffer these things. Jesus showed them that the Hebrew prophets
predicated the very same thing. I am guessing He turned to Isaiah 53 and read these
words that were written 700 years before Jesus was born:
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not
open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before
its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. (Isaiah 53:4-7)
-The disciples saw death on a cross as defeat. Jesus and the Scriptures proclaim it to be a
victory. I am betting that on the road that day, Jesus went back through the Scriptures to
show His death had been the plan all along. The Scriptures clearly proclaim that victory
over sin and death can only be accomplished through an atonement sacrifice. The word
atonement means to repair something that is broken. Atonement—at-one-ment—two
things that are broken apart are put back together.

Jesus would have gone to Genesis 3 where God sacrificed the animal to clothe Adam and
Eve. He would have taken them to the story of Abraham who was about to sacrifice is
own son when God provided a lamb. He would have recounted the original Passover when
the angel of death passed over the homes whose doorways were covered in blood. He
would have reminded them of the many times they had brought sacrifices to the Temple
and blood had been spilt to make atonement for their sins. Now Jesus was the Lamb of
God who had come to take away the sins of the world.
Jesus had gone to the cross in the ultimate act of atonement and forever broken the
power and penalty of sin and death. That is the way it had to be—for there was no other
way. Jesus had to die to conquer death. Jesus needed them to see—Jesus wants us to
see—that there is no empty tomb without a cross. There is no Easter Sunday without a
Good Friday. There is no true King who is not a Risen King. This is perhaps the grandest
of Luke’s great reversals – death becomes the doorway to life. As Jesus told His
disciples, Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies it remains alone, but if it dies,
it bears much fruit. (John 12:24)
-Who do we say He is? I would say it this way—Jesus is way more than we think he is.
Jesus is certainly not less than we think He is. When we realize this, there is no space for
disappointment. Jesus is more than we think he is. Jesus isn’t just a nice guy or a healer or
a powerful and provocative teacher. Jesus is the Risen King.
And Jesus didn’t come to reform us and improve us. Jesus came to raise the dead. And
Jesus didn’t come to make America or any other country great again. Jesus came to
usher in His Kingdom which will never end.
Jesus is truly more than we think He is. When we realize this, like Cleopas and his wife,
our hearts burn within us, our deepest longings are fulfilled, our disappointment turns
to delight.
If Easter means anything, it means everything

-There is no Easter Sunday without Good Friday. But Good Friday isn’t GOOD Friday
without Easter Sunday. I had a professor say something decades ago in seminary that still
lingers with me. It was an 8 AM class which meant I was barely awake. I can’t even
remember what he was teaching on. But at one point in the lecture, he said, “If Easter
means anything, it means everything.” That statement made me sit straight up in my seat
and take notice.
-Paul says it this way in a first century letter to the church at Corinth:
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this
life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
(1 Cor. 15:17-19)
-We know that Jesus died on a cross around 33 AD in Jerusalem. If Jesus stayed dead and
the cross was the end of the story, then Christianity is a joke and Jesus is just another
false prophet—and those of us who follow Jesus are fools. But if the tomb is empty and

Jesus rose from the dead than that is a complete game changer. If Easter means anything,
it means everything.
-There is broad consensus among historians that the tomb in which Jesus was buried was
discovered to be empty by a group of women on the Sunday following the crucifixion. We
know the prophets predicated that the Messiah would rise from the dead. We know that
Jesus claimed to the be the Messiah and predicated He would rise from the dead after
three days. We know the Jewish leaders and the Roman government took drastic
measures to ensure the tomb was secure. And yet 3 days after Jesus’ dead body was
placed it the tomb, that same tomb was empty.
And then Jesus started appearing to people. The earliest reports dated to within a few
years after Jesus’ death stated that Jesus appeared to over 500 people and it provided
some names in case people wanted to check. Where there is smoke, there is fire.
-When my wife and I were in Israel a two weeks ago, we had the opportunity to go the
traditional site of Jesus’ tomb. A Church is built on top of the site. It is called the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher.
I just want you to know that I went all the way
to Israel to see for myself if the tomb was
empty. We waited in a long line. When it was
finally my turn the very serious Eastern
Orthodox priest informed me that I could not
enter the holy site in my shorts. He had no
idea what was coming next. I whipped out my
backpack and pulled out my zip on pants.
Right there in the long line to see the empty
tomb of Jesus, the priest and people from all
over the world watched me put on my pants. I
did it all for you.
And I promise you, the tomb is empty.
-Furthering my belief that Jesus truly rose from the
dead is the radical life change of Jesus’ disciples.
Let’s return to Peter. One of my favorite sites in
Israel was the house of Caiaphas the High Priest
who presided over Jesus’ trial. We got to stand in
the holding cell where Jesus would have been
lowered as he awaited trial.
Outside that house is where Peter would have been
when he denied Jesus.

Beside the house, first century steps where Jesus
would have walked to Pilate’s house and back have
been discovered. Jesus would have walked right by
Peter. I wonder what that moment was like. But in
short order Peter and the disciples are boldly
walking the streets of Jerusalem declaring that
Jesus had risen from the grave.
The religious leaders were so embarrassed they
arrested Peter and John, whipped them and put
them in a holding cell. Where do you think they
held them? In the same cell Jesus had been in. How
in the world could a man who denied even knowing
Jesus turn around and be willing to give his own
life to proclaim Jesus is risen? There is only one answer to that question. Tradition holds
that 11 out of 12 of the disciples died as martyrs. Who dies for a lie?
-Regardless of where we are on our spiritual journey, we have to reckon with the reality of
the empty tomb. We can dismiss it but we can’t ignore it. If Jesus is still dead, then
everything we are doing at this church and everything we are doing this morning is a
colossal waste of time. But if it is true, if the tomb is really empty, if Jesus is really the
Risen King, then that changes absolutely everything, including me and including you.
Closing
The gospel

-The guide for our Israel trip was named Asher.
Asher is a Jewish archaeologist who has been
guiding trips for a long time and seems to know
everyone in Israel. Wherever we went Asher would
charge to the front of the line say a bunch of
things in Hebrew to the security people and then
all of a sudden, they would open up the gate and
let us in. I learned quickly that the magic words in
Israel were, “I’m with Asher.”
-The Scriptures tell us the real magic words are, I’m with Jesus. Again, and again, and
again, we are told that if we identify with Jesus, if put our lives in His hands, then Jesus’
death and resurrection will become our death and resurrection. The moment we identify
with Jesus, the moment we look to Jesus for life, we begin to live—really live—and that life
will never end—even when we face death. Because of the cross and the empty tomb,
death does not have the final word. Jesus has the final word. For in Jesus, death becomes
the doorway to life. No one can stand before God in their own righteousness. Our only
hope is to stand in Jesus’ righteousness. Our only hope is that we are with Jesus.

-Some of you this have never looked to Jesus for life. Some of you have never put your
life in His hand. I want to invite you to do so this morning. I want to invite you to enter the
greater story.
The Lord’s Table

-Each Sunday at New Hope we celebrate the Lord’s Table. Jesus asks us to celebrate the
Lord’s Table until He returns, so that we will not forget who He is and what He has done.
-It is remarkable that Cleopas and his wife recognized Jesus when Jesus hosted the table.
The Lord’s Table is for people who have said, “I’m with Jesus. I place my life in Jesus’
hands.” The Lord’s Table is large and spacious and forever-growing.
Maybe this morning you finally understood who Jesus really was. I guarantee you Jesus is
more than you think He is. Maybe this morning you finally came to understand the
death-shattering power of the empty tomb. There is nothing you have to do to earn a seat
at The Lord’s Table. There is nothing we can do to earn it. All we have to do is accept the
free gift of God’s grace and say, I’m with Jesus. If that is you, please feel free to join us.
-But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is useless and so is your faith…But Christ has indeed been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a
man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die,
so in Christ all will be made alive. (1 Cor. 15:12-14, 20-22)
If Easter means anything, it means everything.

