Resurrecting Church: An Eye-Opening Prayer

Big Idea:

We need to see ourselves from a new perspective.

Purpose:

To challenge people to see themselves and others as God sees them.

Passage:

Ephesians 1:15-23

Verse:

Ephesians 1:18-19b

Opening
Seeing things differently

-People tend to see things from different perspectives. That’s my conclusion after the past
year. I doubt many of you will disagree with me, but let me prove it to you. This will
involve your participation. Tell me what you see:

Is this an older or
younger woman?

Is this a man
or the word
LIAR?

Is this a couple
standing by a lake
or a baby?

Is this a duck or a
rabbit?

-We see things from different perspectives. In today’s passage, Paul is going to challenge
those of us who are part of the church to see ourselves and others from a different
perspective.
Review

-This is week 2 of an 11-week series called Resurrecting Church, a deep dive into Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians. If you missed the message last week, I want to encourage you to
watch it online as it sets the stage for the entire series.
-Let’s briefly review. The Church is in dire need of becoming who God has created and
called her to be. The world has never needed a healthy Church more than it does right
now. Paul wrote Ephesian to paint the picture of what the Church is created and called to

be. The words in Ephesus were a later addition. Paul writes the letter to all the churches in
Asia Minor. Paul writes the letter to New Hope.
-We learned from Dr. Tim Gombis that Ephesians should not be read as a list of
theological statements. It should be read as a story to be entered into. Our story is part of
a much greater story. It should also be read as an apocalyptic story. The word apocalypse
means to reveal. Ephesians is revealing to us the true reality things.
-In the prologue last week, we learned that God is the showrunner of the story. God
knows where the story is going and writes, directs and produces the story. We also
learned that Jesus is the lead actor. The story falls apart without the work of Jesus. But
we also learned that we play a vital role in the story. WE play a role. We participate in
the story as an ensemble. It is not a solo act. And we have a vital role. The story is meant
to be lived out.
The first part of the letter details the story for us. The second part invites us to live out the
story. When we know the story but don’t live out the story, we fail to be the people of
God—and many in the church and in the world turn away. But when we live out the story
the Church because the epicenter of God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.
-After a brief intro last week, Paul launched into the prologue which is the second longest
sentence in the New Testament. After finishing that sentence, he launches into another
massive sentence that you are about to hear. Much of it is a prayer. Turn with me to
Ephesians 1:15-23.
Public Reading

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,
so that you may know him better.
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance
in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way. (Ephesians 1:15-23)

Color Commentary

A New Perspective
-One of Paul’s chief aims in Ephesians 1 is to get those of us who are part of the church to
see ourselves from a new perspective. This is the essential key to being properly equipped
to live out the story. This idea is woven throughout the first chapter but is seen most
clearly in two ways. First, it is seen in Paul’s frequent use of the phrase in Christ or
through Christ. Second, it is seen in Paul’s use of the word saints. We encountered both
ideas in the prologue last week. That is why Paul prefaces his prayer by saying, for this
reason. He is pointing us back to what he has previously revealed.
-Paul directs us to see ourselves differently through this small but power packed phrase in
Christ. It is easy to read Ephesians 1 and miss it unless you are looking for it, kind of like
some of those pictures. Here is the prologue from last week. What do you see? What is
repeated is important.
-Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To God’s holy people in
Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ.
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise
of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his
will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put
into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in
order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the
praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:1-14)
-11 times Paul uses this phrase in Christ or through Christ. Paul uses it 36 times in the
letter, 164 times in all of his letters. It is one of the most important phrases in the entire
Bible. Why is this phrase so important to seeing ourselves from a new perspective?

-At the risk of over-simplification, identity is how we see ourselves. In his writings, Paul
frames up two primary ways in which we find identity and see ourselves. We see ourselves
and find our identity either in Adam or in Christ. We were born in Adam. Our identity in
Adam has been tarnished by sin. In Adam, we find our identity through our performance
and the perspective of others. Our identity comes primarily from what we do and how
others see us.

In Christ we find our identity through the performance of Jesus and how God sees. Our
identity comes from what Jesus has done and how God sees us as redeemed and restored
children. Everything changes when we begin to see ourselves in Christ. Paul is continually
shifting our attention from who we used to be in Adam to who we are now in Christ.
Paul desperately wants us to see ourselves as God sees us.
-Paul also attempts to get us to see ourselves from a new perspective through the use of
his word – saints. Paul begins with his first line – the holy ones in Ephesus. Or to the saints
in Ephesus. Paul repeats it for emphasis, in case we didn’t hear him the first time, in verse
15. For this reason, ever since I heard of your faith in Jesus and your love for all the saints.
Paul repeats it yet again in verse 18 of his prayer. What’s repeated is important. Saints is
Paul’s noun of choice for people in the church.
-It is likely that if I referred to you as a ‘saint’ you would blush and say, “I’m no saint.” But
you are not responding to the Biblical definition of the word. At some point along the
way, saints became known as super Christians or followers of Jesus in the spiritual hall of
fame. This is not a Biblical idea. We now refer to followers of Jesus as Christians, but that
term is never used by Paul and rarely used in the Bible. Saints is everywhere.
-Paul spent a ton of time in Ephesus and the surrounding churches. He knew they were
just as broken and busted up as most of us. Yet he still calls them saints. And if he was
writing to New Hope, he would absolutely call everyone who follows Jesus a saint. Our
sainthood is not found in what we do for God. Our sainthood is found in what God has
done and is doing for us in Christ. Saint is a word that causes us to see ourselves from a
different perspective. It absolutely changes how we see ourselves and how we see others.
-I still remember when my wife and I went to see Avatar in 3D back in 2009. When you go
see a 3D movie you get a set of glasses to wear that look like they were made by a
preschool art class. But the glasses allow you to see the movies from a new
perspective. They allow you to see the dimension of depth.
It was an incredible experience. I enjoyed watching the movie again later in 2D, but it
didn’t hold a candle to 3D. Large blue people were literally jumping off the screen at us
and exotic plants are floating through the theater. The glasses allowed us to see from a
new perspective.
Remember this is apocalyptic literature. Paul is revealing new perspective that will
reshape our reality. This is what Paul is attempting to accomplish through his use of in
Christ and saints. Paul wants us to see ourselves from a different perspective. Paul wants
us to see ourselves as God sees us. As we see ourselves differently, our eyes are opened
to all we have been given in Christ.

Seeing What We Have Been Given (v. 15-19a)
-In verse 17, Paul is asking God the Father for the God the Spirit to open our eyes. Or to
use his exact phrase in verse 18: that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened. Paul is
asking God to allow the Spirit to open our eyes so that we would see what we have been
given in Jesus. He specifically mentions three things we have been given that we need our
eyes opened to see.
-First, we have been given a hopeful calling. The Greek word for church literally means
called out ones. When we wake up every morning, we wake up to the calling of living the
greater story. As followers of Jesus, we don’t wander aimlessly through our day biding
our time until we die. We are on mission each and every day, called to be part of bringing
Kingdom come to earth as it is in heaven. This is inherently hopeful work. We are part of
a story that ends with all things being made right. I once heard hope defined as faith
living on its tiptoes. We are called to live into the future with confident expectation. That
is gift #1.
-Second, we must realize we have been given vast riches. Paul wants us to know that
we share in God’s inheritance. This reinforces several ideas from last week’s prologue. Paul
tells us we have been given every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms, we have been
adopted as God’s children,and we have been lavished with the riches of God’s grace. And
the claim ticket for our inheritance is the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
-Hetty Green was described as the world’s greatest miser. When she died in 1916, her
estate was worth 100 million dollars. Yet she ate cold oatmeal because of the cost of heat.
Her son had to have his leg amputated because she delayed so long in looking for a free
clinic that his case became incurable. She hastened her own death by bringing on a heart
attack while arguing about the value of skim milk. She was wealthy, yet she chose to live
like a pauper. Like Hetty, so many followers of Jesus who are rich beyond compare live like
they are paupers.
-Paul prays our eyes would be opened to the hope of our calling, to the riches of our
inheritance and third, to the resurrection power at our disposal. We are not powerful in
and of ourselves. We are powerful because God’s incomparably great power is working
for those who believe. Paul describes this power in a doxology after the prayer. It is the
same power that raised Jesus from the grave. It is resurrection power. The Greek word for
power here essentially means dynamite. It is the same power that seated Jesus above
every other power in this age and in the age to come. This is the same Jesus who is the
head of the church. That is why it is entirely appropriate we end all our prayers “in Jesus’
name.”
-In the face of so much evil and pain, it is natural for the church to feel hopeless,
impoverished, and lacking power. Paul is praying that our eyes would be opened to our
sainthood and new identity in Jesus. He wants us to realize that in Jesus we have a
hopeful calling, vast riches and resurrection power. It is like the scene from 2 Kings 6
last week when Elisha’s servant stares at the mighty enemy army in great alarm. His reality
is transformed in a moment when his eyes are opened to God’s mighty army on his

hillsides with flaming swords. Paul wants the church, our church, to have that same eyeopening moment. This is why Paul can end his prayer they way he does.

The Vital Role of the Church (v. 23)
-Paul ends his prayer by describing the church as the body of Jesus who is filled with the
One who fills everything in every way. Jesus is the only one who can make all things
right. The church embodies Jesus. The church is created and called to be the hands
and feet of Jesus, making things right in hopeful expectation of that day when all
things will be made right. This the greater story we are called to live.
I want to give us a few challenges as we exit Ephesians 1 and enter Ephesians 2.
Life Lessons

We need to see ourselves as God sees us.
-We have the capacity to see things from different perspectives. Again, a few visuals
demonstrate that idea.

Is it a 6 or 9?

One man is hopeful when
he sees a boat, the other
when he sees land

How birds see the world
(This is my favorite)

Thankfully this is not how God sees us.
-We see things from different perspectives. We need to begin by seeing ourselves from a
different perspective— to see ourselves as God sees us. This is one of the most difficult
and transformative things we can do. It is difficult because we are so used to seeing
ourselves in Adam. We find our identity in our performance and appearance to others. It is
part of the hardwiring of our brokenness. Paul is prayerfully pleading with us to see
ourselves from a new perspective – to see ourselves as God sees us. To see ourselves as
God sees us, we must listen to God’s voice above all others.

-One of my favorite children’s books is called You
Are Special by Max Lucado. The story is about a
world of wooden people called Wemmicks.
The Wemmicks give stars and dots to one another
based on their performance and appearance.
These stars and dots form their identity. (Such a
fictional story. We would never do this sort of
thing.)

The main character is named
Punchinello. Punchinello is a loser.

He gets dots for everything and stars for nothing.
He is hopeless until he meets another Wemmick
named Lucy who has no stars and no dots. In
desperation Punchinello asks Lucy her secret.
Her secret was she spent regular time with Eli the
woodcarver who had made all the Wemmicks.
Lucy takes Punchinello up the hill to meet Eli.

“Punchinello?" The voice was deep and strong.
Punchinello stopped. "Punchinello! How good to see
you. Come and let me have a look at you.”
Punchinello turned slowly and looked at the large
bearded craftsman. "You know my name?” the little
Wemmick asked.
"Of course I do. I made you." Eli stooped down and
picked him up and set him on the bench.
"Hmm," the maker spoke thoughtfully as he inspected
the gray circles. "Looks like you've been given some bad marks.”

"I didn't mean to, Eli. I really tried hard.”
"Oh, you don't have to defend yourself to me, child. I don't care what the other Wemmicks
think.”
"You don’t?"
“No, and you shouldn't either. Who are they to give stars or dots? They're Wemmicks just
like you. What they think doesn't matter, Punchinello. All that matters is what I think. And I
think you are pretty special.”
Punchinello laughed. "Me, special? Why? I can't walk fast. I can't jump. My paint is peeling.
Why do I matter to you?”
Eli looked at Punchinello, put his hands on those small wooden shoulders, and spoke very
slowly. "Because you're mine.
That's why you matter to me.”
Punchinello had never had
anyone look at him like this much less his maker .He didn't
know what to say.
"Every day I've been hoping
you'd come," Eli explained.
“I came because I met
someone who had no marks.”
"I know. She told me about
you.”
"Why don't the stickers stay on her?”
"Because she has decided that what I think is more important than what they think. The
stickers only stick if you let them.”
“What?"
"The stickers only stick if they matter to you. The more you trust my love, the less you care
about the stickers.”
"I'm not sure I understand.”
"You will, but it will take time. You've got a lot of marks. For now, just come to see me
every day and let me remind you how much I care." Eli lifted Punchinello off the bench and
set him on the ground.
"Remember," Eli said as the Wemmick walked out the door. "You are special because I
made you. And I don't make mistakes.”
Punchinello didn't stop, but in his heart he thought, "I think he really means it." And when
he did, a dot fell to the ground.”

-Lucy had no stars and no dots because she found her identity in the eyes of Her Creator.
Like Lucy, we need to see ourselves from a different perspective – we need to see
ourselves as God sees us.

We should remind others how God sees them
-We should also remind others how God sees them. We must continually remind one
another how God sees us. We must do so because most of us suffer from spiritual
amnesia – we are forever forgetting who we are in Jesus. Years ago, Corrie and I
watched a movie with Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore called 50 First Dates. Each day,
Drew Barrymore’s character wakes up and forgets the previous day. So, each day, Adam
Sandler’s character has to woo her all over again. We are just like that. We wake up many
days and forget who we are. We forget we are saints. We forget the hope of our
calling. We forget we are rich beyond compare. We forget resurrection power.
-This is a primary way the church can be the church to one another. We gather each week
to continually remind one another who we are. This should be the dominant message as
we do life together. The world will beat us down. We will beat ourselves down. We will
naturally gravitate toward seeing ourselves through the lens of our performance and the
stars and dots we get from others.
-Parents and grandparents, there is no greater gift we can give to our children and
grandchildren than to remind them how God sees them. I endeavor to weave this truth
into our nightly prayers with our girls. In the prayers, I remind them that they are beautiful,
loved, rich beyond compare, and called to a greater story. It deeply encourages me when I
receive emails, texts, calls and notes from friends and family and people in our church
reminding me who I am—because I forget almost every day.
-I served with a pastor friend for years whose wife had grown up in a verbally abusive
home. I shudder to think what she had been called over the years. Because of that, my
friend decided to never call his wife by her given name. He simply calls her Sunshine to
remind her who she is. As the church, we must do the same for one another. So, starting
today, let’s refer to one another as saints. I can’t wait to try that with my wife the first time
I frustrate her. “John?” “Excuse me, that is saint JohnJ.” But as we start to remind each
other to see ourselves as God sees us it enables us to see ourselves from a new
perspective. It will also make it way more difficult to be divisive with one another.

We should pray this “eye-opening” prayer persistently.
-We should see ourselves from a new perspective— as God sees us. We should remind
others how God sees them. And we should pray the following “eye-opening” prayer
persistently. Seeing ourselves in Adam is deeply rooted. As Paul prayed, we desperately
need the Spirit of God to open our eyes to who we are and all we have been given.
We can only do so much by reminding people how God sees them. The greatest gift we
can give one another is to pray that God would open their eyes to who they are and all
they have been given. If only we had a prayer to pray that asks for these things.

-I want to challenge all of us to begin to pray Paul’s eye-opening prayer over ourselves
and over those we love and even over those we don’t like. This is the church at its very
best. I wrote a simple paraphrase of Paul’s prayer. We have cards available with that
prayer as you leave or online. Put them in your Bible, use them as bookmarks, tape them
to the frig and pray this prayer once a day or multiple times a day, inserting the name of
someone in your family, circle of friends, or in our church.
-I want to give us a chance to pray that prayer right now:

Father God, we keep asking that you would give _______ the Spirit that
opens eyes, so that ________ may know you more intimately. We pray
you would enlighten ________’s heart so that ________ may know the
hope of their calling, their vast wealth in Christ and your resurrection
power as they trust in You. (Ephesians 1:17-19a)
-Jesus provides several parables to tell us how to pray. Each of them celebrates
persistence. I love the one about the man knocking on his neighbor’s door late at night. He
keeps knocking until he gets what he wants. Jesus tells us to pray like that. If we want our
prayers to get answered, we must be persistent and even stubborn. Just keep knocking.
Paul says he does not stop praying and he keeps asking. Paul just keeps knocking on
behalf of the churches. He is desperate that their eyes are opened to see who they are in
Christ and to see all they have been given.
How can we also not pray persistently in the same way for the people in our lives and in
our church?
Closing

Looking Glass Self
-Sociologists have a theory called the looking glass self. The theory of the looking glass
self is that we see ourselves in the same way the most important people in our lives see us.
When we look in the mirror, who do we see?

Do we see ourselves like our friends and
family see us? Do we see ourselves as our
critics see us? Do we see ourselves
through the lens of performance and
appearance? Or do you we see ourselves
as God sees us? To be the church God
created and called us to be we must see
ourselves from a new perspective. We
must see ourselves as God sees us.

-On September 7th, 2012, my wife’s grandmother, Ruth Scheel, entered God’s presence.
Ruth had walked faithfully with God most of her 90 years. She had attended our church in
Madison for the previous 20 years. Ruth did not have an easy life. She lost her husband at
a young age and battled chronic pain for much of the last decade. Like all of us, Ruth had
her issues but she loved God and she possessed this unshakeable assurance that God
adored her. I think this is largely because Ruth spent a lot of time, especially in the later
part of her life, alone with God and His word.
The night before Ruth entered God’s presence, a group of us gathered to be with her and
say our goodbyes. She was fading fast. As we prepared to leave, I asked Ruth if I could
pray for her. She nodded ever so slightly. My two girls got up on her bed. My wife and I,
along with Corrie’s sister her husband, leaned in close. Ruth was very hard of hearing and
in and out of consciousness so I had to shout the prayer with the slimmest hope she could
comprehend it. I rambled on for a while and then I concluded by saying, “God, thank you
for this beautiful and amazing woman.” Without missing a beat, and clear as a bell, Ruth
exclaimed, “I know.” How awesome is that? We know who Ruth saw when she looked in
the mirror. Ruth saw herself as God saw her. May the same be true for each of us.

