The Lost Gospel: Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be
Pastor John Rosensteel

Big Idea:

We must grasp the enormity of what is wrong to grasp the enormity of what
is being made right.

Purpose:

To get people to repent what is wrong and participate in what is being made
right.

Passage:

Genesis 3

Opening
Story

-Our world is kind of a dumpster fire right now. This was the
cover page of Time Magazine from the end of 2020. Some
called 2020 the year from hell. With good cause.
January 2020 brought the first
confirmed coronavirus patient. Now
20 months later we have had 219
million cases around the world and
4.5 million deaths. In America alone
we have had 41 million cases and
660 thousand deaths. More
Americans have died from COVID than from W.W. 1 and 2 and the
Vietnam War. And no end seems to be in sight. I am confident most of us have known
someone who has died from COVID. Some of you have lost
loved ones.
On the heels of COVID came the death of George Floyd which
shook our nation and brought long overdue conversations on
race in our country. Then those protests got hijacked by
violence that has devastated our own city.
Then we have experienced an increasing amount of natural
disasters. The Australian wildfires raged last January. Over 250
million acres burned in those wildfires and over a billion
animals died. Smoke was carried 22 miles up into the
stratosphere. And then wildfires close to home drove many of
us from our homes as we did our best to stay inside so we
wouldn’t have to breath the air that was the worst in the world
for a week.
Kobe and his daughter Gigi died in a fiery helicopter crash. And just when we thought we
would turn the corner into a hopeful new year vigilantes invaded our Capitol,

Delta surged, people are
hanging from planes
trying to escape
Afghanistan and Haiti
and the Gulf Coast were
ravaged by earthquakes
and hurricanes.

I have read that anxiety and depression are surging. No wonder. It is all super depressing.
Only a fool would think things are going well.
-But this is not how it is supposed to be. That line is delivered by actor Danny Glover in
the movie Grand Canyon. In an opening scene an attorney attempts to bypass a traffic
jam in LA and ends up in a dark and deserted area of town. Then his very expensive car
stalls. He calls for a tow truck but before it arrives, some young men surround his car,
disable his car and threaten to harm him. Just then the tow truck arrives. Danny Glover is
the tow truck driver. He is a good dude. He gets out and begins to attach the man’s car to
his tow truck as he ignores the group of men threatening violence. The men get into
Danny’s face and threaten him. Danny draws the leader aside and says this, “Man, the
world ain’t supposed to work like this. Maybe you don’t know that, but this ain’t the way
it’s supposed to be. I’m supposed to be able to do my job without asking you if I can. And
that dude is supposed to be able to wait with his car without you rippin’ him off.
Everything’s supposed to be different than what it is here.” (Grand Canyon)
That is truth. That is gospel truth.
Review of Week One of Series:

-We are in the 2nd week of a series called The Lost Gospel. It is important I do a review of
last week’s message. I’m sure no one missed church, but just in case I am going to review.
I shared that heart behind this series is that I feel the church has a problem. Not only are
fewer people going to church in America than ever before, but most followers of Jesus
don’t look much like Jesus. Followers of Jesus are falling right and left to moral failure,
behaving like Neanderthals on social media, dividing over things as silly as masks, and
elevating their allegiance to politics over their allegiance to Jesus. It’s a mess. I’m part of
the problem. We are part of the problem. Let’s be part of the solution.
-The central cause of our problem is that we have a shrunken gospel. We have shrunk the
gospel down to the message that Jesus died for our sins so that we can go to heaven
when we die. Now that is true—but it is incomplete. There is so much more.
That word gospel in the Greek is euangelion. It means good news. But I am encouraging
us to define it as good story. The gospel is a good story. It is the best story. The gospel is
the story of God keeping his promises and sending a Messiah, or Christ, to inaugurate a
new kingdom that will make all things right.

In the first century world where Caesar claimed to be god and savior who would bring
good news to the world, Jesus shows up and reveals Caesar to be a pretender and
imposter. The cross was not only the place where Jesus saved us and saved the world; it
was His inauguration as King. It was the beginning of His kingdom. Jesus’ message was an
invitation to enter His kingdom right now. We don’t have to wait to experience eternal life.
Eternal life starts now. When Dallas Willard was asked about the gospel he responded
[The Gospel] is how we get into heaven before we die. Our working definition of gospel is:

The invitation for anyone and everyone to trust Jesus the Christ as their
life-giving King and enter his Kingdom where all things are made right
The gospel is bigger and better than we could ever imagine.
-Today we are going to focus on what the gospel is trying is attempting to make right.
Once we understand the enormity of the problem the enormity of the gospel will come
into view. To do so we must return to the garden. Let’s pray.
Public reading: Genesis 3:1-9

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.
She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden.
But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

The Origins of Sin
Genesis 3

-The story of Genesis 1-3 is not just a story explaining creation and the fall of creation. It is
my story and it is your story. We are Adam and Eve. Their God is our God. Their
temptation is our temptation. Their dilemma is our dilemma. Their decision is our decision.

Their curse is our curse. And their hope is our hope. We aren’t meant to read the story—
we are meant to enter it as our own.
-Let’s set a bit of context for Genesis 3. Up until this point, God has created something out
of nothing. God spoke everything into existence. Each time God pronounced that His
creation was tov or good. God’s last creation was breathing life into dirt and creating a
man and a woman. He pronounced they were very tov.
Everything appeared to be in a state of Shalom. Shalom is used 550 times in Scripture. It
means wholeness or everything fitting together like it should. It is the state of everything
being right. It is the way things are supposed to be. Humanity was in right relationship
with God. They were in right relationship with one another. And they were in right
relationship with the world. Chapter two ends with Adam and Eve naked and unashamed.
All is right. Everything is the way it is supposed to be. Cue peaceful classical music.
-And then things go south quickly. Cue music that plays in a movie when something
sinister and evil is about to happen. A snake enters stage left.
A first grader was sitting in class as the teacher was reading the story of the Three Little
Pigs. She came to the part of the story where the first pig was trying to acquire building
materials for his home. She said, “And so the pig went up to the man with a wheelbarrow
full of straw and said ‘Pardon me sir, but might I have some of that straw to build my
house with?” Then the teacher asked the class, “And what do you think that man said?” A
little boy raised his hand and said, “I know! I know! He said. ‘Holy smokes! A talking pig!’”
Holy smokes, a walking and talking snake! As much as that is disorienting, we have to look
at the story through the eyes of the original author and audience. We get fixated on
whether or not the Bible is saying a snake actually talked. That is missing the point. The
original author would say that’s not the point I am trying to make. Let’s not get distracted.
-Who is this snake and what did the creature represent in the story? Snakes represented
forces of evil in the Ancient Near East. In the Hebrew Scriptures, snakes were the epitome
of the unclean animal. There were pure animals worthy to be sacrificed and then, at the
other end of the spectrum, there were snakes.
The original audience would not have blinked twice at a walking and talking snake
entering stage left. They would have just thought, uh-oh, here comes Mr. Evil. Something
bad is about to happen. They are shouting at Adam and Eve: get away from him, he is bad
news. The snake is the embodiment of evil in the story – the antithesis of life. Just because
things were right on earth does not mean things were right beyond earth. At some point,
in eternity past there was a rebellion against God and evil came to life. The snake
personifies that evil. Everything that was right is about to go wrong.
-In Genesis 2, God takes Adam and Eve on a garden stroll and gives them instructions on
how to care for the garden. God tells them they can eat from every tree in the garden but
one. He tells them that if they eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil they
will die. Why did God not want them to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil? Determining good and evil is God’s job. God is the only one with the ability to do

so. Adam and Eve weren’t equipped to play God. They were made to glorify God not be
God. God knew if they tried to play God, it would kill them.
Years ago, my 9-year-old daughter Eden told me that she was prepared to step in and
drive the car if something happened to me. I said no, you are not. She said yes, I am. And
it went like that for a while. I appreciated her bravado but she was simply not equipped at
that age to drive a car. It would not end well. That’s the idea. Let’s continue.
-The opening lines of Genesis 3 tell us the serpent is more crafty or shrewd than any other
animal. The snake is evil and cunning. That is a deadly combo. There is a contrasting
wordplay in the Hebrew text. The word crafty is mean to contrast with the description of
Adam and Eve as naked or naïve. The evil and cunning serpent approaches the naïve and
innocent Adam and Eve. This is a recipe for disaster.
-Watch the craftiness of the snake in his conversation with Eve. And let’s just recognize
that Adam was standing right beside her. Verse six tells us he was with her. He is along for
the ride. The snake starts with a false hypothetical. Did God really say, you cannot eat
from any tree in the garden? The snake knew that God didn’t say that. He is attempting to
get Eve to reframe God’s commands in her own words which she does. Eve repeats God’s
original command, but adds a few of her own changes. Eve makes God appear less
generous and more restrictive.
-The snake then responds to Eve’s inaccurate restatement by telling her that they would
not certainly die if they touch the tree or eat the fruit. He’s basically telling her not to
worry. The snake speaks half-truths and never fully contradicts God. This is the heart of
every tempter. The Evil One used the same tactics to try to unsuccessfully tempt Jesus in
the desert. Evil doesn’t always appear to be evil.
-Adam and Eve were given stewardship of the garden and the animals. They should have
just kicked the snake out of the garden. Instead, they flipped things upside down. They
put themselves above God and submitted to the animal they were supposed to rule. They
ate the fruit.
-So, Adam and Eve went their own way and chose to believe the snake over God and they
disobey the one and only prohibition God had given them. What God has given them is
not enough. They don’t want to receive from God. They want to be God.
-We are told the consequences of their choice was that the eyes of both of them were
opened. The snake’s prediction was literally fulfilled. But what there was a gargantuan gap
between what they expected to get and what they got. Half-truths. The immediate result
was that they realized they weren’t wearing any pants. Now they feel ashamed. From this
moment forward everything starts to come apart.
-With one choice to subvert God’s rule, shame enters the garden. They quickly try to grab
some fig leaves and learn to sew. Up until this point in the story God has made everything
they need and now they are trying to figure out how to sew pants out of fig leaves. It is a
comically sad and tragic scene.

-Adam and Eve literally took their lives into their own hands. God’s rule that generously
provided for their every need was now seen as a constraint. They had redefined good and
evil in their own terms. With that one decision to play God, everything right became
wrong. Suddenly, things were not the way they were supposed to be. Sin had entered the
world and wrecked absolutely everything.
What is the gospel trying to fix? This. It is trying to fix sin. And we must grasp the
enormity of what is wrong in order to grasp the enormity of what is being made right.
Defining sin

-What is sin? We live in a world where people, even followers of Jesus, greatly minimize
sin. Sinful is used more often as an adjective for a decadent dessert than for human
behavior. It is used to describe being naughty or being a rebel. It is often presented as an
attempt to limit human freedom or fun. Increasingly sin is even frowned upon as an
appropriate concept because it could assume judgment and induce shame.
The Bible talks a lot about the origin, characteristics and power of sin. Sin is the problem
the gospel is trying to solve. If we minimize or do away with sin, we minimize and do away
with the gospel. The goal of this series is to properly understand the gospel. To do so, we
must properly understand sin.
-The Bible does not provide us with one clear and concise definition of sin. It gives us a
kaleidoscope of words and images to describe sin and its devastating effect on just about
everything. There are several key Hebrew and Greek words to describe sin. One word
means to break the law (Matthew 7:23). One word means to pass over a boundary line or
press beyond a limit (Romans 14:15; 1 Timothy 2:14; Ephesians 2:1-6). One word means to
rebel or reject God’s way or design (Ezekiel 2:3; Isaiah 1:2; 53:5; Lamentations 1:18; Psalm
78:8; Ephesians 2:1-2; 5:6; Colossians 3:6; 1 Peter 4:17).
One word means to bend or twist, to make something straight crooked (Proverbs 12:8;
Luke 9:41; Philippians 2:15). This usage is the idea of taking something good and twisting
it. The Nazi swastika was formed by twisting the symbol of the cross out of shape.
Finally, one word means to miss the mark. It is an archery term. This is not a deliberate
miss but an attempt to hit the mark and missing instead (Exodus 20:20; Psalm 51:4; James
4:17). The next time you go a Blazer game you can yell sin every time they miss a shot.
(Maybe just do that for the opposing team.)
-The Bible declares sin to be our enemy (1 Corinthians 15:26). The primary and most
devastating consequence of sin is death (Genesis 2:17; 3:3; Romans 5:12, genealogies in
Genesis 5; Ezekiel 18:4, 20; Romans 6:23; 7:10; James 1:15). This death does not just affect
humanity but all of creation.
-As you read Scripture, it appears that sin takes on a life of its own. Sin is not just an act,
but becomes an enslaving presence or force; a superorganism with a mind of its own. The
writers of Scripture often personify sin to make this point (Genesis 4:7; Romans 5:21; 6:12;
7:8-9; 7:11; 7:17; 7:20). Our sinning leads to sin which leads to more sinning. They feed on
one another. As Augustine once wrote, Sin becomes the consequence of sin.

-How might we define sin from a Biblical perspective? I am partial
to Cornelius Plantinga’s definition found in his book Not the Way
It’s Supposed to Be, which is the best book I have ever read on
sin. Plantinga argues that sin is the opposite of shalom. Plantinga
defines sin as Shalom-breaking. It is any act or lack of action that
breaks shalom. He describes it as human vandalism of God’s good
creation. Simply put, sin is not the way it’s supposed to be. If the
very word sin trips you up then try using evil instead. It might
drive home the idea a little more effectively.

Cause of sin

-Why did Adam and Eve sin? Why do we sin? The cause of all sin is that we want to be
God. The root of any sin is the idea that we know better than God. It is an actual Game of
Thrones. We are trying to dethrone God. It is cosmic treason. We want to do things our
way and not God’s way. Sin is the reality of trying to do life without God. It always ends up
as a dumpster fire. It is like cutting off the branch we are sitting on.
-Sin breaks Shalom in numerous ways. Sin breaks our relationship with God. Sin breaks
our relationship with one another. Sin breaks our relationship with the world. Let’s return
to Genesis 3 to briefly explore each of these consequences of sin. We must grasp the
enormity of what is wrong to grasp the enormity of what is being made right.
The Enormity of Sin
Sin breaks our relationship with God

-Sin breaks our relationship with God. This is on full display in Genesis 3:
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where
are you?” (Genesis 3:8-9)
Adam and Eve were created by God to live in vital relationship with God. God was their
life source. And now due to sin they hid from God. Sin causes us to hide from God.
-Why did Adam and Eve hide from God? We find the answer in the next verse:
He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; so I hid.” (Genesis 3:10)
At the end of chapter two they were naked and unashamed. Now they are naked and
ashamed so they hide from their loving Creator who is the source of all goodness and life.
What a travesty. Shame is the sense we are not enough. And of course, we feel shame
when we try to play God. One minute Adam and Eve lived freely in childlike dependence
on their good and loving Creator. The next minute they were hiding in the bushes dressed
in fig leaves, racked with guilt and shame. They weren’t made to be God.

-This is not just Adam and Eve’s story. This is my story. This is your story. The name Adam
literally means human. The prophet Isaiah writes, We all like sheep have gone astray; each
of us has turned to our own way. (Isaiah 53:6a) But that describes what sin looks like—we
go our own way. The book of Judges describes sinful people as those who do right in
their own eyes.
Sadly, that sums up the worldview of our day. We all do this. We all play God and seek the
throne. We all do right in our own eyes. That behavior breaks our relationships with God.
It alienates us from God. Again, the prophet Isaiah says, But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you… (Isaiah 59:2a) Paul tells us
we are alienated from God because of our evil behavior (Col. 1:21). Our sinful quest to be
God cuts us off from the One who is meant to be our life. Proverbs, the Hebrew book of
wisdom, says there is a way that seems right to us but it in ends in death. We are like little
children who get mad at their parents throw a few belongings in their backpack and run
away from home. That is not a path to life. It is a path to death.
-Sin absolutely breaks our relationship with God. The Scriptures tell us that sin leaves
humanity estranged, trapped, enslaved, defiled and condemned. When death row inmates
leave their cell for their final walk to the death chamber the prisoners call out dead man
walking. That’s where sin leaves us—apart from God.
Sin breaks our relationship with others

-Sin also breaks our relationship with one another. We see this happen almost
instantaneously in Genesis 3. After Adam and Eve sheepishly emerge from the bushes,
God asks them if they had eaten from the forbidden tree. Adam immediately throws Eve
under the bus. Then Eve throws the serpent under the bus. By the end of the chapter
Adam is trying to rule Eve and she is having none of it. It becomes a game of passing the
buck; a blame game.
Sin brings shame. Sin also produces blame. When confronted with our sin we get
defensive and point to someone else as the cause of our brokenness. The sin that first
separated Adam and Eve quickly snowballed. In the next chapter, Cain gets jealous of his
brother Abel’s sacrifice and kills him. God warns Cain before the murder that sin was
crouching at his door. Genesis began with humans at peace with one another. By chapter
14, nations are already at war.
-Sin doesn’t just affect our personal lives, it effects our social lives as well. Sin separates us
from God. Sin also separates us from one another. I can’t remember a moment in my
lifetime when we were more divided. Families, churches, and communities are literally
splitting in two over masks, vaccines, Critical Race Theory, and whether someone voted
for Trump or Biden. At least we all still agree on some things. We can all agree that it is
annoying when people continually Reply All to emails. Or that the person going lower
than the speed limit in the passing lane needs to move over. Or that clowns are creepy. At
least we agree on some things. But most things cause us to divide.
-This past Saturday, which is our family Sabbath, my daughter Eden played a prank on me.
I did not respond well and attempted to recruit her sister to be on ‘team John’. Eden then

got angry at Jubilee, Jubilee got angry at Eden, Corrie got angry at me and I got angry
with everyone. It happened just like that. Shalom was broken because I was a jerk. All of
this division started in the garden. It is an effect of sin.
Sin breaks our relationship with the world

-Finally, sin breaks our relationship with the world. What is our God-given purpose on
planet earth? We find it back in Genesis 1:
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along
the ground.” (Genesis 1:26-28)
-We were created in God’s image to rule. We were created in God’s image. That Hebrew
word image in the Ancient Near East was used primarily for idols. Idols to certain gods
were set up all over the place, especially in high places. Ancient people believed that an
idol contained a small piece of that god and manifested that god’s actual presence. This is
what the writer of Genesis is telling us. Our God-given purpose on this planet is to
image God. We are to reflect a little bit of God’s glory so that others can experience a
little bit of God’s presence. And as we reflect God’s glory, we are to rule in God’s place.
We meant to be vice-regents. Vice-regents are those who act in the place of the real ruler.
-Sin has corrupted all of that. Sin breaks our relationship
with God. Sin breaks our relationship with others. And sin
breaks our relationship with the world. Sin distorts God’s
image in us. It is like looking at yourself in one of those
carnival funhouse mirrors. We can see it is us but the
image is distorted. Sin corrupts our ability to properly
image God to a world that desperately needs to see God.
-Sin also derails our rule or stewardship of creation. We
see that in Genesis 3. God tells Adam and Eve that
because of sin the ground is now cursed and will be filled
with thistles and thorns and moss.
What is it about moss about here in the PNW? I’m an east coast kid. We don’t have moss
in our grass. We definitely don’t have moss on our roofs. Moss is definitely an effect of sin.
Sin breaks our relationship with the world. Instead of imaging God and ruling as
vice-regents for God’s glory, we seek the throne and our own glory which essentially leads
to a dumpster fire. Paul says as much in Romans when he says we have exchanged the
truth of God for a lie and worshipped created things instead of the Creator. Because of
that, he declares, we have all fallen short of the glory of God.
-The shrunken gospel focuses only on how sin breaks our relationships with God. Sin
does break our relationship with God. But sin also breaks our relationship with one
another and with the world. Sin is an enormous problem. Sin effects people, playgrounds,
piggy banks, poodles, porcupines, panda bears, politics, pine trees, Priuses, pasta and

pastors. I got a little carried away with alliteration. Things are not the way they are
supposed to be. Sin is enormous. We must grasp the enormity of what is wrong to grasp
the enormity of what is being made right.
Time of Confession

-We would like to provide the gift sacred space for the confession of sins. This is
something followers of Jesus should be doing on a daily basis. Our Catholic friends are
much more faithful than most of us Protestants at confessing our sins. Confession of sins
is not meant to bring shame. It is meant to bring forgiveness and freedom. It is meant to
bring light and life into places of darkness and death.
-Some of you might be looking for the exit. You might be thinking you don’t need to
confess sins. With all due respect, you would be wrong. I love this quote from Cornelius
Plantinga:
Self-deception about our sin is a narcotic, a tranquilizing and disorienting
suppression of our spiritual central nervous system. What’s devastating about
it is that when we lack an ear for the wrong notes in our lives, we cannot play
right ones or even recognize them in the performance of others. Eventually we
make ourselves religiously so unmusical that we miss both the exposition and
the recapitulation of the main themes God plays in the human life. The music
of creation and the still greater music of grace whistle right through our skulls,
causing no catch of breath and leaving no residue. Moral beauty begins to
bore us. The idea that the human race needs a Savior sounds quaint.
(Cornelius Plantinga)
-The apostle John writes:
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)
-This space is a gift so that we can recognize our sin and experience God’s forgiveness
and healing. This is the pathway for our broken relationship with God, others and the
world begin to heal. Here are 3 simple prompts that will guide our time of confession.

How have you broken Shalom in your relationship with God?
Ask God for forgiveness.
How have you broken Shalom in your relationship with others?
Ask God for forgiveness.
How have you broken Shalom in your relationship with the world?
Ask God for forgiveness.
-Loving Lord Jesus, thank You for bearing my sins in your body on the cross. By your
wounds I am healed and by your blood I am cleansed (1 Peter 2:24).
I receive Your forgiveness now. (Lectio 365)

-May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
and strengthen us to live in the power of the Holy Spirit, all our days. Amen. (Book of
Common Prayer)
Closing
The Enormity of the Gospel

-Things are not the way they are supposed to be. The ramifications of sin are enormous.
Sin breaks our relationship to God, with one another and with the world. This is important
to understand. We must grasp the enormity of what is wrong if we are to grasp the
enormity of what is being made right. The gospel, the full gospel, is making everything
that went wrong right again. The gospel doesn’t just restore our relationship to God. The
gospel restores our relationship to one another and to the world.
-We see this promise embedded in Genesis 3. Notice that God knows full well that Shalom
had been broken and comes looking for His runaway children. “Where are you?”
Our God is a pursuing God. God finds Adam and Eve, drenched in shame, standing in their
makeshift clothes. It was a sad sight. It had to break God’s heart. And yet God didn’t
shame them. God didn’t condemn them. God clothed them. This phrase clothed them was
significant in the Ancient Near East. It was reserved for people of honor. God doesn’t
shame them. God honors them—even in their brokenness. We are told God made the
clothes out of animal skins. We have our first sacrifice for sin—a holy makeover.
-Then God promises to make things right. God curses the snake and promises that the
offspring of the snake and the offspring of the woman will do battle. This does not mean
that little snakes will battle Eve’s children. It means that the seed of the snake, or those
who devote themselves to evil, will do battle with the seed of the woman. And then we
have this magnificent pronouncement, and I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.
(Genesis 3:15) In retrospect, this promise certainly refers to Jesus. Jesus and his church
are the promised seed of the woman. The evil one will strike Jesus’ heel. But Jesus will
crush the snake’s head. Revelation depicts Satan as an ancient serpent being defeat by
Jesus and his church.
-Jesus is the snake crusher. Jesus crushes the snake’s head in the most unexpected way.
Jesus crushes the snake’s head through the ultimate act of self-sacrificial love on the
cross. On the cross, Jesus triumphs over and breaks the power of sin, evil, and death, and
takes his rightful seat on the throne. King Jesus frees us from our misguided and inept
attempts to rule on our own.
King Jesus restores our relationship with God. We are reconciled to God through Jesus.
King Jesus restores our relationship with one another. In Ephesians, we learn Jesus has
destroyed the dividing wall of hostility. Paul also tells the Corinthians that their ministry is
one of reconciliation.

King Jesus restores our relationship to the world. Paul tells the Corinthians that they are
being increasingly transformed into image-bearers who reflect the glory of their King.

-The Bible ends with Jesus sitting on the throne declaring that He will make all things new.
The gospel extends the invitation to anyone and everyone to look to the snake-crusher
and trust in Jesus as our life-giving King. We are invited to enter His Kingdom today and
be made right with God, others, and the world.
We can join Jesus today, this very moment, in his quest to make everything new. Things
are not the way they are supposed to be. Sin is enormous. But the gospel is even bigger.
We must grasp the enormity of what is wrong if we are to grasp the enormity of what is
being made right.
Communion

-Julian of Norwich was a 15th century mystic. One day she was deeply troubled at the
presence of sin in the world and the presence of sin in her heart. She cried out to God,
“Why?” She said God answered her with these words, All shall be well, all shall be well.
And all manner of things shall be well.
Benediction

-Paul, in his letter to the church at Colossae, writes powerfully about the snake crusher:
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy.
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:13-20)

