THE WAY FORWARD: ENEMY LOVE
Big Idea:

Enemy love transforms enemies into friends.

Purpose:

To challenge people to pray for their enemies.

Passage:

Matthew 5:43-48

Verse:

Matthew 5:44

Opening
The Cellist of Sarajevo
-In 1992, the city of Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, was under siege.
Serbian forces surrounded it in the hills. That siege lasted almost 4 years, the longest siege
of a capital city in the history of modern warfare. Almost 14,000 people were killed during
the siege, and the beautiful city was turned to rubble. Besieged citizens lived in a war zone
for 4 years.
-On May 27, 1992, twenty-two people waited in line for bread outside one of the last
bakeries in Sarajevo. Most people didn’t risk going outside because of the threat of
bombings and sniper fire. But these people were hungry and desperate. Sadly, a bomb
struck the bakery and all 22 people were killed, 100 more people were wounded. The
bomb left a huge crater and utter destruction.
-Vedran Smailovic lived in that neighborhood. As soon as the smoke cleared, he came
running to the scene to see if he could help in any way. What he saw gutted him. Vedran
felt helpless but not hopeless.
Vedran did the only thing he knew to do. Vedran was
the lead cellist of the Sarajevo opera. The next day at
exactly 4 PM, the time of the bombing the previous
day, Vedran emerged from the safety of his home and
walked bravely onto the deserted streets. He was
dressed in the same black formal attire he would wear
to perform in concert halls around Europe. He walked
resolutely to the bomb crater that had once been a
bakery, unfolded a chair, and played his cello.
He played Albinioni’s
Adagio in G Minor. Vedran did the same thing at the same
time and in the same place for the next 22 days to honor
the lives of his 22 neighbors. Vedran would go on to play
in other decimated places in Sarajevo. He would play at
funerals. He would play in graveyards. Vedran responded
to the chaos, destruction and division in his world in the
only way he knew how – with beautiful music.
-It is remarkable to consider that although Sarajevo was
surrounded by snipers and under constant threat of
bombings, no one ever messed with Vedran. In a city
where hatred was rampant and everyone was an enemy Vedran went unharmed.
-This is a remarkable story. When I recently heard it, I immediately thought this is how
followers of Jesus should be living, especially in this season.
Thankfully, we are not living in a city that is besieged by bombers and snipers but it
sometimes feels like that. A global pandemic, economic downturn, and rampant division

have left many of us feeling besieged. Our world is chaotic. The future feels uncertain.
And yet as followers of Jesus, we have legitimate hope.
You may not be optimistic, but you should be hopeful. As people of hope we are meant
to play our cellos in the rubble of our world. We are meant to be people who live and love
in such a way that points in hope to a Kingdom that is coming, and to a King who will
make all things right. The purpose of our present series has been to equip us to play our
cellos in the rubble.
Review
-We are in the last week of our series The WAY Forward: Following Jesus in a Chaotic
World. The goal of this series has been to equip us with practices to survive and thrive in
a chaotic world. We don’t want to emerge from 2020 saying, we made it. We want to
emerge saying we made it and we are healthy and wholehearted and we lived in such a
way that those around us are healthy and wholehearted. We played our cellos in the
rubble.
-That reality won’t just magically manifest. We have to practice. This series presents you
with 8 practices that will equip you to thrive and flourish in a chaotic world.
The first practice is unplugging. Most things work better when you unplug them—even
you. We aren’t designed to go, go, go. We must unplug regularly. We must take breaks to
be in the uninterrupted presence of God.
Practice two is simplicity. We only have so much space in our hearts. That space must be
occupied by the most important things in life and we must ensure that we don’t spend our
lives distracted by meaningless things.
Practice three is beauty. Beauty reminds us that God is good. We need to seek beauty
each day as a reminder that God is alive and well.
Practice four is gentleness. Gentleness is quiet strength that provides space for grace.
Jesus was gentle and lowly in heart. We should be gentle and lowly in heart.
Practice five is doing anger well. Bad anger tears down, but good anger builds up. Good
anger leads us to rebuild and restore that which is broken.
Practice six is listening. We have two ears and one mouth. We should be listening twice as
much as we are talking. Listening to others, especially those who are diﬀerent than us,
cultivates compassion and empathy.
Practice 8 is to live incarnationally. Last week I interviewed author, podcaster, and cultural
guru Skye Jethani on how we can follow Jesus in a politically divisive world. He
encouraged us not to flee and not to fight. Both of those pathways are driven by fear. He
encouraged us to live incarnationally like Jesus. We faithfully follow Jesus for the sake of
the world. We seek the flourishing of all. What we decide inside the voting booth is not
nearly as important as how we love outside the voting booth.
Our final practice is perhaps our most important and most diﬃcult to practice. It may be
especially challenging to practice on November 4th. But it is one of the practices that has
distinguished followers of Jesus from everyone else. It is the practice of enemy love. Our
hope is that each of you would take 1-2 practices from this series and begin to weave into
the rhythm of your life. What are those practices for you?
Tyler will be reading our Scripture today.
Public Reading

-“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may
be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing
that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48)
Matthew 5:43-48: Context
-Our passage is taken from Matthew’s gospel and from a collection of Jesus’ teachings
known as the Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon on the Mount is like Jesus’ inauguration
speech. In an inauguration speech, a leader usually lays out a vision for what their time of
governance will look like. They paint a picture of what they hope to do and accomplish
and what our world might look like because of those accomplishments. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus is painting a picture of life in His Kingdom. The Sermon on the Mount
does not contain things that we have to do to enter the Kingdom. The Sermon on the
Mount is describing the type of people that will inhabit the Kingdom and how those
people are meant to live.
-Throughout the sermon, Jesus gives six contrasting statements that form the foundation
of his message. Each statement begins with Jesus saying, you have heard it said. And
then Jesus will state something most of His listeners believe to be true.
But then, Jesus will paint a picture of life in the Kingdom by saying, but I say to you. And
then, Jesus would challenge His listeners with a new way of seeing the world; a way that
reflected life in His Kingdom. These six statements address murder, lust, divorce, oaths,
and retaliation. We see the fifth statement right before our passage. Jesus says, “You have
heard it said – an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I tell you – turn the other
cheek.” Our passage deals with the final statement of how to relate to our enemies.
Kingdom dwellers relate to their enemies diﬀerently than everyone else. Kingdom
dwellers practice enemy love.
A clarifying command
-Jesus says, “You have heard it was said – love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” The
first part of this statement is taken from Leviticus 19:18. This is a verse every Jew would
have known well. It forms the basis of what is referred to as the golden rule: love your
neighbor as yourself. Treat others the way you want to be treated.
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had codified the law into 613 commands. But it did not
stop there. They wrote innumerable legal rulings on each of these commands. Jesus
never rejected the law. Jesus rejected all the additional burdens the religious leaders
added to the law.
The religious leaders described the law in 613 commands. Jesus described the law in two
commands – love God and love others. The first of those commands was taken from Deut.
6:4-9 and what is known as the Shema. The second command was taken from Leviticus
19:18. This is the command Jesus wants us to see diﬀerently.
-Jesus said, “You have heard it was said – love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”. We
know where Jesus got the first part of that statement. We aren’t exactly sure where Jesus
got the second part of his statement from. The idea of hating enemies was not
commanded in the Old Testament. Jesus was more likely reflecting a common mindset
among some Jews and many Gentiles. The Jewish people were experts at what could be

called othering. People who lived diﬀerently and thought diﬀerently and acted diﬀerently
were others. They generally steered away from them. They believed contact with certain
groups of others would make them unclean.
-When Jesus repeated the command to love their neighbor, we can assume most Jewish
people would define their neighbor as someone who looked like they did, thought like
they did, and acted like they did. The use of neighbor in the OT had a restrictive sense. It
generally applied specifically to fellow-members in the Israelite community. Neighbors
weren’t just Jews, but Jews like them. Or Jews that they liked.
-Jesus was taking the familiar OT command to love your neighbor as yourself and
stretching it to its breaking point. Jesus was continually attempting to get them to
broaden their definition of neighbor. This is his main objective in one of his most famous
parables, The Good Samaritan.
If you remember that scene in Luke 10, a religious legal expert asks Jesus to sum up the
heart of the law. Jesus turns the question on the legal expert. The legal expert answers
correctly: love God and love your neighbor. But then the legal expert asks the milliondollar question; “Who is my neighbor?”
The legal experts’ understanding of neighbor had strict limitations; it was very narrow and
restrictive. Jesus had an expansive view of neighbor. Jesus answers his question with the
story of The Good Samaritan. Jesus redefines neighbor with a brilliant story that displays
the Kingdom tenet – if we don’t love our enemy, we don’t actually love our neighbor.
And to top it oﬀ, the story is not about the Jew loving their enemy—but the enemy
Samaritan loving the Jew. This was a radical, head spinning, upside-down way of seeing
the world.
-Based on this understanding, it is reasonable to assume that most Jews would define
their enemy as someone who wasn’t their neighbor. Their enemy was someone who
looked diﬀerently, thought diﬀerently and acted diﬀerently than they did. Jesus was
stating a principle that was a natural way of thinking for people in his day and a natural
way of thinking for people in our day. Loving people who are like us and are people we like
and hating those who aren’t like us and we don’t like is as natural as breathing.
-But then Jesus messes with us in verse 44 by saying one of the most radical things he
ever said: Loving neighbors and hating enemies is not how his Kingdom will work. “But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” Uh-Oh.
-We discover in verse 45 that enemy love is grounded in God’s love. Scripture continually
tells us that God is love. It is not one of His attributes—it is who God is. This love of God is
not like our love. Our love has limits. God’s love extends to anyone and everyone. It has no
limits. It is not prejudicial. Jesus says that God’s love is like the sun and the rain. It warms
and waters everyone— the good and evil, the righteous and the unrighteous.
-Jesus tells us that enemy love is one of the primary distinguishing characteristics of
people who follow Him, of people who inhabit His Kingdom. It confronts us and contrasts
our way to God’s way. It is nothing special to love people who look like us, think like us,
and act like us. It is nothing special to love people we like. That is natural. We can do that
without God. But enemy love only happens through grace, it can only happen when we
are transformed by the Spirit of God. In the Kingdom of God, to love people is to love all
people.
-This is why enemy love is one of the most important and clarifying practices for followers
of Jesus. We could probably fake all the other practices. There is no possible way we can
truly love our enemies apart from the presence and power of God. When we witness

enemy love, we are witnessing God at work. When we love our enemies, we display that
we are children of God. It is the true test of Christianity.
Big Idea
Defining “enemies”
-To fully understand the practice of enemy love we must dig into the what Jesus meant by
the words enemy and love and how we understand those same words. Let’s define
enemies.
-The Greek word Jesus used for enemies was a broad word. It could include religious,
political and personal enemies. It was certainly used to refer to military enemies like the
occupying Romans, but also other types of enemies. The word was marked by hostility
and hatred. One Greek source said it implies irreconcilable hostility proceeding out of
personal hatred bent on inflicting harm.
As understood in Jesus’ day, an enemy was someone who was not loved. For Jesus’
immediate audience, especially those with a Jewish background, an enemy was the
opposite of a neighbor. A neighbor was someone who looks like you, thinks like you and
acts like you. An enemy was someone who did not look like you, think like you or act like
you. An enemy was the other.
-I will suggest that we understand and interact with the concept of enemy in much the
same way. The etymology of our English word enemy, like the Greek word, suggests
hatred. Our dictionaries define enemy as one that is antagonistic to another, someone who
is harmful.
-We use the word neighbor diﬀerently than 1st century Jewish people. We use neighbor to
refer to people who live near us not to people who look like us, think like us, and act like
us. Instead of neighbor we might use the word friend, someone we like. The word enemy in
our context could understood as an unfriend.
-I believe we have gotten to a point where we think of our enemies in a way very similar to
the way people in Jesus’ day thought of their enemies. Increasingly, our enemies are not
the enemies of our recent past— the Nazis or the communists. Increasingly, our enemies
are people who do not look like us, think like us, or act like us. Our enemies are people we
don’t like. Our enemies are the others. Like people in Jesus’ day, we have become experts
at othering. Like people in Jesus’ day, we don’t feel like His command to love extends to
those people. We would be wrong.
-It is fair to say that the American church, similar to the Jewish religious leaders in Jesus’
day, has become expert at enemy-making. We have become known more for what we are
against than what we are for, or more precisely known more who we are against than who
we are for. Author and theologian David Fitch states it well in his excellent book Us v.
Them:
We cannot help but make enemies in the way we do church in North America.
As Christians, we have become blind to the antagonisms at work in our lives,
both within the church and without…
The word “enemies” speaks to the way of the world that “others” the person(s)
we disagree with. This is what defines an antagonism: the making of an enemy
by turning someone into an “other.” The world runs on antagonisms—what I
call the “enemy-making machine.” It’s a social dynamic in which we are always
forced to take sides.

We then define our “selves” against someone via a position. Our identity
becomes attached to this position. Our motivations and desires get aligned with
this position. We start to defend ourselves at all costs. Our joys and sorrows
become strangely formed around what happens day by day in the success of
our position. Before we know it, we are stuck in this position, permanently
ensconced in the violence of the world. In so doing, ideology comes into being,
and we are thoroughly buying into it. (David Fitch, Us v. Them)
-How do we know we are caught up in the enemy-making machine? We know we are
caught up in the enemy-making machine when we get a hint of glee at the sight of an
enemy failing or being defeated. We know we are caught up in the enemy-making
machine when we look at people who don’t look like us, think like us, or act like us and
we say, “I’m so glad I am not like one of them.” That is, of course, what the religious man
said in his prayer as he observed the tax collector. The frightening reality is that many
followers of Jesus and many churches seem to be fueled not by loving enemies but by
creating new enemies.
-Who is your enemy? Answering this question will tell you a lot about yourself. Until we
can name our enemies, we cannot obey Jesus’ command to love our enemies.
I am guessing that our enemies are people who do not look like us, think like us, or act like
us. Our enemies are people we don’t like. If we are Republicans, then our enemy is anyone
who votes blue. If we are Democrats, then our enemy is anyone who who votes red.
If we are pro-mask, then our enemies are all the people gathering without masks. If we are
anti-masks, then our enemies are people who tell us we must wear them. Many people
who march for racial justice are positioned as enemies of law enforcement. Supporters of
law enforcement are positioned as enemies of those seeking racial justice. If you are a
Dallas Cowboys fan, then you are enemies of everyone. (Just kidding!) We increasingly live
in a world where people who look diﬀerent, think diﬀerently, and act diﬀerently must be
enemies. There is one way forward – enemy love.
Defining love
-Now that we have defined enemy, let’s attempt to define love. Love is an oftenmisunderstood word. We love donuts and we love people. What did Jesus mean when He
commanded us to love our enemies?
-I just started my doctorate at Northern Seminary, studying under New Testament scholar
Dr. Scot McKnight. I think Scot provides us with a wonderful understanding of biblical
love. Scot defines biblical love as a rugged commitment to be with other people, to be
for other people, and to grow together in Christ-likeness. Love is a rugged commitment.
There is a tenaciousness to love. This rugged commitment is on full display in God’s
covenantal commitment to Israel. God had a rugged commitment to Israel even when
Israel did not have a rugged commitment to God.
Love is being with other people. There is a presence to love. Love is proximate and
attentive. You cannot display biblical love from far away. You must be up-close and
personal. It is also really hard to hate someone up-close. Love is being for other people.
There is an advocacy to love. Love is not just tolerance. Love seeks the good of the other.
What good does love seek? Love seeks growth into Christ-likeness or Christo-formity.
Love seeks for us to become the people God created us to be. There is a transformational
quality to love. Love is rugged commitment to be with other people, to be for other
people, and to grow together in Christ-likeness.

-And we must remember that biblical love is not an emotion. Modern Western people
often equate love with a sentimental, touchy-feely emotion. It is all about hearts and
Hallmark cards. When we hear Jesus tell us to love our enemy, we think of it through this
lens, and it makes no sense.
But that is not the type of love Jesus is challenging us to show. Jesus is not asking us to
send our enemies flowers and chocolates. Jesus is not asking us to feel gooey and
sentimental emotions about our enemies. Jesus is asking us to truly love our enemies.
Biblical love is not an emotion. Biblical love is an action. Jesus is asking us to make a
commitment to be present with our enemies and to be for our enemies becoming more
like Jesus. Because of this, we can actually love people we don’t like. Ponder that.
Enemy love transforms enemies into friends.
-Now we have a clearer picture of what Jesus is asking of us. As His followers, we are not
only commanded to love people who look like us, think like us, and act like us. We are not
only commanded to love people we like. We are also commanded to love people who do
not look like us, think like us, and act like us. We are commanded to love people we don’t
like. This love is not an emotion. It is an action. It is the commitment to be with our
enemies and to be for our enemies becoming more like Jesus. Enemy love is not an option.
Enemy love is a requirement of people who follow Jesus. It is the mark of those who
inhabit the Kingdom of God.
-Jesus didn’t just talk about enemy love. One of the seven last words or phrases from the
cross was Father, forgive them for they know not what they do. On the cross, Jesus was
showing love to a criminal who had just been hurling insults at Him. Stephen, one of the
earliest followers of Jesus, prayed the same prayer as he was being stoned to death. This
model was followed by other early Christian martyrs. They displayed enemy love up to
their final breath. Paul told the Roman believers to bless those who persecute you, he
challenged the Corinthian believers to bless those who cursed them. He commanded that
the believers at Thessalonica not return wrong for wrong but to seek the good of all.
Peter encouraged believers to not repay evil with evil or insult for insult but to repay evil
with blessing.
-The early followers of Jesus took him seriously. Their
churches were marked by enemy love. And this enemy love
changed their world. Enemy love transforms enemies into
friends. Followers of Jesus are not just called to love people
we like or people who are like us. We are called to love
everyone, especially our enemies. When we love our enemies,
they are transformed into friends. Jesus was called many
things. One of the primary labels he was given by the religious
leaders of his day is – a friend of tax collectors and sinners.
This was not a compliment. This was an indictment. Tax
collectors were seen as greedy, thieving, back-stabbing
traitors. “Sinners” was an overarching term used to refer to people who were unclean and
opposed to God and his ways. Jesus was seen by those in his day as a friend of tax
collectors and sinners. Why? Because he loved not only those who looked like him,
thought like him and acted like him, Jesus loved everyone, even his enemies. That enemy
love transformed enemies into friends. My artist friend Scott Erickson captures the idea
of enemy love with this image.
-We are called to move beyond enemy making to friend making. What if followers of
Jesus, what if those of us at New Hope Church, were not known by who we were against
but by who we were for? What if we not only loved people who look like us, think like us,

and act like us, but we loved everyone, even our enemies? I am convinced that type of love
would literally change our city. That type of love would transform enemies into friends.
-This sounds nice in theory, but what does it look like in real life?
The Rwandan genocide took place from April-July 1994 during the Rwandan Civil War. The
Hutu tribe conducted a mass slaughter of the Tutsi tribe and Hutu people who tried to
protect them. It is estimated that nearly 1 million people were brutally killed over 40 days,
eliminating 70% of the Tutsi population. Rape often accompanied the genocide. The civil
war turned neighbor against neighbor and ravaged the country.
-Twenty-five years later, the country has experienced remarkable, even miraculous healing.
Much of this healing is due to the leadership of followers of Jesus who are practicing
enemy love. This enemy love is practiced in what has come to be called transformation
villages. The 6 transformation villages were launched by Christian non-profit Prison
Fellowship in cooperation with the Rwanda government, the US, and the UN, and with the
support of other Christian non-profits. The transformation villages are inhabited by
perpetrators and victims of the mass genocide. The perpetrators must publicly admit their
crimes and ask for forgiveness. The victims must grant forgiveness, which is a daily choice.
The perpetrators and victims live by side by side as neighbors. They farm together, raise
livestock together, build together, and make art together. In their togetherness, fueled by
the power of forgiveness and love, enemies have become friends. These transformation
villages serve as incubators and catalysts for the broader transformation and healing that
has happened across Rwanda.
-Recently I listened to a story from author/pastor
Danielle Strickland about her experience in one of
these transformation villages. There she met two of the
remarkable members of one of the transformation
villages. Grace and John live side-by-side. Grace’s entire
family was massacred in the genocide. She was the only
survivor. Her neighbor, John, was one of the men who
killed Grace’s family. John has asked Grace’s
forgiveness. Grace has granted it.
Grace said that as a follower of Jesus, her lifeline was forgiveness. Danielle recounts
listening to John tell his story. She said John could not get through his story without
weeping. At the points where John could not continue, Grace reached over and held his
hand. Grace tells John – I am so glad you are here.
John described his years in prison. Every day, he wanted to take his own life. Then he was
visited by a group of Rwanda followers of Jesus whose family members had been
murdered. John experienced the power of the gospel. John was transformed by enemy
love.
Grace and John remember their first day in the transformation village. They were each
given a plot of land beside one another. They were each given a pile of bricks from which
they were to build their homes. Grace recounts not being able to look John in the eye for
many days. And then one day she did. She looked him in the eye. In time they realized they
needed one another to build their homes. They worked together. When asked about their
relationship, guess what Grace says now. Grace says, now we are best of friends and I’m
his family.
-What? That is the transformational power of enemy love. Enemy love transforms enemies
into friends. If entire villages of people like Grace and John can come together through
the love of God, certainly we can come together. My longing and my prayer is that New

Hope would become a transformation village. We don’t have to live the way we are living.
We don’t have to retreat into tribes. We don’t have to make enemies of people who don’t
look like us, think like us, or act like us. We don’t need to be defined by our divisions. We
don’t have to be known by what we are against. As the song says, they will know we are
Christians by our love.
Closing
Practice: Pray for your enemies
-Each week of this series, we have challenged you with a practice. Jesus clearly gives us
our practice for enemy love. Jesus commands us to love our enemies and to pray for
those who persecute us. Jesus wants us to pray for our enemies.
-I want you to choose one enemy this week. This could be a very real enemy; someone
who is actually against you. Or this could be someone we have made into an enemy,
someone who doesn’t look like you, think like you or act like you; someone you don’t
like. And then, pray for them every day this week.
-I have tried my best to practice praying for my enemies over the last few years. When I
encounter someone who has wronged me or done something to harm me, I try to pray
for them. At first, it is really, really diﬃcult. I pray through gritted teeth. In time, it becomes
easier. In time, I don’t always end up liking them, but I do end up loving them. Praying for
someone transforms the way we see them. It is really hard to hate someone you are
praying for. By practicing enemy love, you transform that enemy into a friend. Let’s pray.
Jesus loved us when we were his enemies
-Several times, the Scriptures reveal that we were enemies of God. Because of sin, we were
opposed to God. But the Scriptures also reveal that even when we were enemies of God,
Jesus died for us. The cross is the ultimate declaration of enemy love. The cross is also our
model and empowerment to practice enemy love as we follow Jesus. How could those
who have been transformed by enemy love not love our enemies?
Benediction
-Next Sunday we will launch a new 3-week series called In the Valley: The Hope of Psalm
23. Psalm 23 is a vivid reminder of who God is and how God provides for us, even in the
valleys. You may think you know all you can know about Psalm 23. I think you will be
surprised at the new things you will learn. We will also endeavor to memorize the Psalm
together so that it can serve as an anchor for our souls through every season of life.
-As you go forth from this series, I hope you emerge with new practices that will allow you
to survive and thrive in the season ahead. I hope you will continue to be part of our
transformation village. I hope you will find the opportunity to play your cello in the rubble
of a broken world.
-Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. (Colossians 3:12-14)

