What Does That Mean?
Goodness (TOV)
Pastor John Rosensteel

Big Idea:

We are called to be good news people.

Purpose:

To challenge people to become a church called TOV.

Passage:

1 Peter 2:9-12

Verse:

Amos 5:14-15a

Opening
Misunderstanding Words: A Series Overview
-We sometimes misunderstand what a word means. There is actually a word to describe
when that happens. A mondegreen is a word or phrase that has been misheard and
misunderstood, often with humorous results. One type of mondegreen is misheard music
lyrics. Have you ever been singing a song at the top of your lungs when someone says,
“What are you singing?”
-One of the most frequently mentioned misheard lyrics is from the Creedence Clearwater
Revival song entitled There’s a Bad Moon on the Rise. Apparently, some people sing
‘there’s a bathroom on the right.’ It makes it a much weirder song. Another misheard lyric
is from the old Johnny Nash song I Can See Clearly Now that has been covered by just
about everyone. Johnny sings, ‘I can see clearly now
the rain is gone.’ People often think he sings ‘I can
see clearly now Lorraine is gone.’ I hate to break it to
you but Lorraine never went anywhere. My wife
Corrie used to think that when Elton John sang ‘Hold
me closer tiny dancer’, he was singing ‘Hold me
closer Tony Danza.’ You will never be able to hear
that song again without giggling.
-We often misunderstand words if we are traveling in
another country and attempt to utilize a foreign language. Things get lost in translation. I
read a story about a woman whose first language was English meeting her boyfriend’s
parents from Mexico for the first time. She didn’t know much Spanish, but she tried to
learn a few lines to impress them. Her first words to them were, “Estoy embarazada.” She
was attempting to say she was I’m embarrassed. What it really means is I’m pregnant.
Things get lost in translation.
-Because we don’t hear a word correctly, or because of translation diﬃculties, or because
we make a word mean what we want it to mean we often misunderstand what a word
really means. That’s true of everyday dialogue, it’s true of song lyrics, and it is definitely
true of words from the Bible. We often say the Bible wasn’t written to us but it was written
for us. The Bible was written to ancient groups of people who lived in a world far diﬀerent
than we do. The Bible was also written in ancient languages that few of us know well.

Because of those gaps we often misunderstand what Bible words mean. We mistranslate
them. We make them mean what we want them to mean.
-I often hear people talk about Bible words and I
think that is not what the word means. Someone
last week reminded me of that scene from The
Princess Bride when Fezzick is pulling Inigo and
Vizzini up the cliﬀ and Westley is gaining on them
Vizzini keeps saying inconceivable. Finally Inigo
says, “You keep using that word, but I do not think it
means what you think it means.” Exactly my
thoughts.
-When we get a word wrong in a foreign language it is usually forgiven. When we think
Elton John is singing about Tony Danza it is funny. But when we get Bible words wrong it
is devastating. It is devastating because when we get Bible words wrong, it can warp how
we view God, ourselves, and others. It can lead to bad thinking and bad living.
-For the next 9 weeks we are launching into a new series called What Does That Mean?
Each week we are going to deep-dive into one important Bible word. We will look at the
word in its original language and context. We will properly define it. We will observe how
it is used in Scripture. And finally, we will explore how it is often misunderstood. Some of
the 9 words we will explore are grace, sin, justice, and anger. The goal of this series is to
clear up misconceptions about Bible words. Today we are going to look at the word
goodness.
Scot’s book on TOV
-I will be pulling much of what I have to say today about goodness
from a book by Scot McKnight and his daughter Laura Barringer
called A Church Called TOV. I am presently doing my doctorate
under Scot McKnight. Scot is a renowned New Testament scholar
who has written shelves of books. But A Church Called TOV may
be his most impactful book for the church in its present moment.
Scot and Laura were part of a very large church in Chicago called
Willow Creek Community Church, led by Bill Hybels. Several years
ago, allegations emerged about Bill Hybels that led to his
resignation and many years of great pain for the church. Since that
time, similar stories about churches and leaders seem to pop up
every week.
Scot and Laura decided to write a book calling the church to be
who the church is called to be – a church called TOV. What is TOV? TOV is the Hebrew
word for goodness. See— you have already learned a new word that you can throw
around at your next dinner party. If you are eating something tasty you can say, “This is so
TOV!”
a. Public Reading

You are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own
possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called
you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful
desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:9-12)
What Scripture Reveals About TOV
Defining TOV
-So, our word for the day is the Hebrew word TOV which means goodness. TOV is
translated with several words in the Greek, but TOV is almost always in the minds of the
New Testament writers when they are using it.
-The word TOV and its Greek equivalents are used over 700 times in the Bible. It is without
a doubt one of the most commonly used Bible words. Scot says that the Bible could be
seen as a book of TOV. Here is one example from the prophet Amos:
Seek good (TOV), not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God Almighty will
be with you, just as you say he is. 15 Hate evil, love good (TOV); maintain justice
in the courts. (Amos 5:14-15a)
-TOV can mean moral goodness. But at its root, it means well-crafted or something that
works the way it was designed to work. TOV can also be translated as beauty. When we
see something working as it was designed to work, we say, “That’s good or that’s
beautiful.” Philosopher and author Dallas Willard described beauty as goodness made
manifest to the senses.
-TOV is a well-played concert. It is a coordinated golf swing. (My golf swing is not TOV.)
TOV is the right word at the right time. It is the Sistine chapel, a well-coordinated event, a
math equation, and a yummy meal. All these things are TOV. TOV is when parents parent
the way they are supposed to parent and TOV is when the church operates the way it was
called to operate. What does the Bible reveal about TOV?
God is TOV
-God is TOV. When God passed in front of Moses he said, “I will cause all my goodness to
pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. (Exodus
33:19a) God’s very name is vitally connected to His TOV. The Psalmist writes, You are
good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees. (Psalm 119:68)
-God is not only TOV, but God is the source of all TOV. This is a frequent theme in King
David’s psalms. David proclaims,
How abundant are the good things that you have stored up for those who fear
you, that you bestow in the sight of all, on those who take refuge in you.
(Psalm 31:19)

In Psalm 23 David tells us the LORD will chase us with TOV all the days of our lives
(Psalm 23:6). David also challenges us to taste and see that God is TOV (Psalm
34:8). And David, the man who had everything a man could want, declares that
better (TOV) is one day in the house of God than thousands elsewhere (Psalm
84:10a). We can seek goodness apart from God but we don’t find it. Any goodness
we experience is connected to God in some way.
What God creates is TOV
-The Bible also reveals that what God creates is TOV. As our story begins in Genesis, we are
told that things were formless and void. It was a table filled with art supplies but nothing
had yet been created. Then God the Creator goes to work.
God creates vegetation and trees, sun, moon, stars, birds, creatures of the sea, wild
animals, creatures of the land. Then God creates you and me. Each and every time God
creates something, He steps backs and declares that it is TOV. It is well-crafted, it is
designed the way it is supposed to be designed, it is working the way it is supposed to
work; it is beautiful, it is good. At the end, God steps back and declares it all to be very
TOV.
-Again, this includes you and me. The Bible tells us we were ‘knitted together in the
womb’, that we are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made.’ This makes me picture God as the
Master Artist skillfully investing His time, imagination and TOV into each of us. I tell our
girls this all the time. They are TOV. They are beautiful because God has never and will
never make anyone like them. They are exactly who God made them to be.
TOV is visible
-What else does the Bible tell us about TOV? The Bible reveals that TOV is visible. We tend
to think of goodness as something that is not visible. But the Bible portrays it diﬀerently.
In the Bible, TOV is visible; it is evidenced in tangible goodness. TOV is only TOV when
it is embodied.
-When Peter is sharing the truth about Jesus with Cornelius’ household in Acts 10, he tells
them that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power and that Jesus went around
doing good (Acts 10:38).
-Peter repeats this same idea in the passage that was read earlier. Peter writes, “Live such
good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. “(1 Peter 2:12) TOV is seen.
-Scot argues that one of the primary expressions of TOV is generosity. The Greek words
for generosity and goodness are similar.
My favorite college team is University of Virginia. I was born in Charlottesville, Virginia,
which is the home of the University of Virginia. My dad was finishing up his MBA at UVA
when I was born. I was raised to be a Virginia fan.
Virginia had one of the best basketball programs in the nation in the 80’s and then went
through a few rough decades. I was super excited in 2009 when they hired Tony Bennett
to be their coach. I lived in Madison, WI at that time. Tony was an assistant coach at
University of Wisconsin, and attended the church I served at. Tony was known as a great

young coach and a committed follower of Jesus. Tony won National Coach of The Year at
Washington State before taking the job at Virginia. Tony quickly turned Virginia into one of
the best college basketball programs in the country.
-2018 was supposed to be a rebuilding year but Virginia went 31-3 and Bennett won his
third award for best coach in the nation. Virginia was a number-one seed, but shockingly
lost to a #16 seed for the first time ever. I still remember how sick I felt after that lost. But I
will never forget Tony’s press conference afterward. He took full responsibility for the loss.
He also reminded the press that his team was a group of very young men. He said that
basketball was just a game and he was preparing them for life. He was confident they
would grow as men through the experience.
-That next year Tony led almost the same exact
team all the way back and they won the
National Championship. It is without a doubt
one of the great sports stories of all time.
In that oﬀseason Tony was oﬀered a contract
extension and a significant raise. It was well
earned. At that point Tony was being courted
by schools around the country. Tony signed the
contract extension but declined the raise. You
heard that right. He declined the raise. Tony
asked for the money to be used to pay his staﬀ
more and used for other athletic programs at
Virginia that had less money.
Tony later said that he and his wife had more than enough and if there were ways the
money can help others, they wanted to do it. The University of Virginia President said that
Tony was one of the most selfless individuals he had ever met. Tony follows Jesus first and
foremost. In following Jesus, Tony did what almost no one else would have done and but
that was TOV on full display.
TOV resists evil
-Finally, the Bible reveals that TOV resists evil. The opposite of tov is ra which is typically
translated as evil. We see these two opposing forces early our story. We are told in the
garden there is a tree of the knowledge of TOV and RA (Genesis 2:9).
-We see this tension in the passage from 1 Peter that was read earlier. Peter is telling the
churches that evil wages war against their souls. He challenges them to live such good
lives that their good works will win the day and protect them from any charges of evil.
Later, Peter tells them that their good deeds will silence the ignorant talk of foolish people
and challenges them to turn from evil and do good. (1 Peter 3:11, Psalm 37:27).
-TOV doesn’t just exist in isolation. TOV exists in a world where evil is always on the prowl.
Evil assaults us everywhere we go. TOV resists evil. Paul says it well to the church at Rome,
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21)
-What does TOV look like? It looks like my friend Herman. I interviewed Herman and Nike
Greene a few months ago. They pastor Abundant Life PDX located in NE Portland. We

have been cultivating a relationship and hopefully a
partnership with them. I just hung out with Herman
recently and a few of our staﬀ. Herman embodies
TOV. It is visibly on display in how he lives and
pastors.
A typical day for Herman is providing new furniture
for a family from his church who experienced an
apartment fire, being on site at the scene of
murders to support families as their grieve,
conducting funerals for victims of gun violence,
brokering peace between gangs to create safe
spaces in the community, spending the entire day
calling to get rent assistance for people who were facing eviction, serving on the school
board, dressing as Santa to deliver gifts to kids who wouldn’t normally get gifts, and
building a STEM lab in his church to educate young people in the neighborhood. I could
go on and on. When we were hanging out with Herman recently, a young man waited
patiently to talk with Herman. The young man’s car had broken down. Herman promptly
walked with the young man to his car, fixed it and got him on his way.
I asked Herman if he was traveling this summer and he told me he was taking a group of
gang members to D.C. with their kids to visit the National Museum of African American
History and Culture. He wanted them to get a vision for where they had come from and
who they could become. Herman embodies TOV. It is on full display in how he lives and
pastors. I think the best thing young and old pastors could do is spend a day with Herman.
-Let’s talk about some misunderstandings about goodness.
Misunderstandings About TOV
Only God can do good
-Misunderstanding #1 is that only God can do good. In his book, Scot talks about initial
pushback he got when he started promoting this idea of goodness in churches. In Romans
3:12, Paul very clearly states that there is none that do good, not even one. Paul is pulling
from several Old Testament passages in making that pronouncement. How can Paul say
that there is none that do good and also say that the churches should overcome evil with
good? Is Paul talking out both sides of his mouth?
-Years ago, I was getting grilled for my ordination when I had this exact argument with one
of the pastors on the ordination committee. I claimed that people can be good and do
good. He quoted Romans 3:12 at me. I responded that Paul is saying that no one can be
good apart from God. But because of God’s grace, we can do good, even those who have
not yet believed. It is probably not wise to start an argument with your ordination
committee, but I was right and he was wrong. He misunderstood what Paul was saying.
Yes, apart from God, no one is good and no one can do good. God is the source of all
goodness. But because of Jesus and through the empowerment of the Spirit we are called
to be good and do good.

-It is a massive misunderstanding if we think that because only goodness can come from
God, we are not called to do good. The call for the people of God to be good and do good
is literally everywhere in Scripture. In Galatians, Paul tells the church to not become weary
in doing good because at some point they will reap a harvest (Galatians 6:9). He tells the
church at Thessalonica to never tire of doing good (2 Thess. 3:13). He tells young pastor
Titus to devote himself to doing what is good (Titus 3:8). The author of Hebrews tells us to
not to forget to do good (Hebrews 13:16). James, the brother of Jesus, says that wise
people are those who live a good life (James 3:13). Jesus Himself in His most famous
sermon declares, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
-And this makes all the sense in the world because our original mandate in Genesis was to
be God’s image-bearers. We were created to reflect God’s TOV design in our lives by doing
TOV. Sin wrecked that, but Jesus redeemed it so that we could once again reflect God’s
goodness in a world besieged by evil. God is not the only one who can do good. But God
is the only one who can empower goodness.
Good works are opposed to faith
-Misunderstanding #2 is that good works are opposed to faith. Paul is continually
confronting the legalism of his day by declaring that we are saved by grace through faith
and not by our good works. That is absolutely true. There is not one single thing we can
do to make us right with God. Jesus did all that was necessary on the cross to make us
right with God. We are not saved our good work. We are saved by Jesus’ good work. But
while we are not saved by good works, we are saved TO good works. Our redemption in
Jesus restores us and empowers us do to good works.
-I will be completely blunt. One of the most ridiculous concerns in the church is when
people complain that when churches start to focus on doing good works they are moving
away from the gospel. Frankly the writers of the New Testament would find that concern
absurd. They would have the opposite concern. If they saw churches not engaged in good
works, they would wonder if they really understood and experienced the saving grace of
Jesus.
-James, the brother of Jesus, writes exhaustively on this topic. James declares that faith
that is not accompanied by good work is useless. In the Greek there is a play on words.
Essentially James is saying faith that does not work, does not work. Scripture declares
again and again that real faith works. Back to Ephesians. Paul writes,
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Eph. 2:8-10)
Good works are not opposed to faith. Quite the opposite. We are not saved by
good works but we are saved to good works. Faith without good works is dead.
-Scot told me that in his book, he and Laura used very few living examples of goodness
because they were concerned those examples might be exposed at some point as frauds.
He said they chose to mostly use dead people as examples of goodness.

He said their number one example of goodness was Fred Rogers, known to most people
as Mister Rogers. Fred created a culture of TOV that
persisted for 30 years on the set of his show, Mister
Rogers Neighborhood. Fred was a passionate follower
of Jesus. Fred graduated from seminary planning to
become a pastor, but felt called to be a missionary to
children. He simply couldn’t imagine a faith that was
not vitally connected to goodness.
Fred got up every day between 4:30 and 5:30am to
read the Bible and prepare himself to the day. Fred
said that he spent those morning hours praying over each person he might encounter that
day and visually applying what he learned in Scripture that morning to those encounters.
Because of this vital connection between his faith and his living, Fred was the same person
in real life that he was on television. He was a man of TOV. He was a man of goodness.
Elizabeth Seamons, who worked closely with Fred for many years said, “He was not proud
or arrogant. He didn’t take anything or anyone for granted, ever. He was flawed, but he was
a really, really great man, and a good man.”
We don’t want to be known as do-gooders
-Our final misunderstanding is we don’t want to be known as do-gooders. I think we come
by this misunderstanding honestly. We know Jesus was super hard on the Pharisees who
did a lot of things for show. We know the Bible tells us that God is opposed to the
proud. We don’t want God to be opposed to us. But there is a big diﬀerence between
doing good for show and for our own glory versus doing good for the sake of doing
good so that God gets glory. We cannot let the fear of the first to prevent the second. We
just read the verse where Jesus told us let our light shine so others can see our good
deeds and give God glory. In the passage we read, Peter commands us to live such good
lives so that people will see our good deeds and glorify God. There is absolutely a
danger that churches will do good for their own glory. We need to constantly be on the
lookout for that. But as we discussed earlier, goodness is visible thing. It is hard to hide.
-When you ask most non-church people what they think of the church you probably won’t
get many positive responses. I would argue it has never more important for churches to be
known as do-gooders. We know as a matter of history that this is how the earliest
followers of Jesus changed the world—by being do-gooders. They preached the good
news, but they also lived it. They fed the poor, rescued abandoned children, ministered to
the sick and dying, and built orphanages, hospitals and schools. We have actual quotes
from Roman leaders who are literally frustrated at the all the good work the crazy
followers of Jesus are doing.
-This legacy has been carried on by others.
William Booth grew up in Nottingham, England in the mid 19th century. He was a follower
of Jesus from a young age. He apprenticed in a pawn broker shop where he was disturbed
by the poverty he encountered. Catherine Mumford was also a follower of Jesus from a
young age. She was impressed by William when she encountered him preaching on a
street corner. They married in 1865. William and Catherine began to preach outside the

Blind Beggar Pub in London to crowds of
people. Many became followers of Jesus.

The Booths founded The Christian Mission
which was later renamed The Salvation
Army. The Booths not only continued to
preach the good news. They lived the good news. Catherine said, “To better the future we
must disturb the present.”
They campaigned for safer working conditions for suﬀering workers in matchstick
factories. They provided better employment by starting their own matchmaking company
called Lights in Darkest England. The Booths worked to disrupt the hidden sex industry in
their day and protested in Parliament demanding justice for young vulnerable women who
were being traﬃcked. William and Catherine devoted the eﬀorts of the Salvation Army to
3 S’s: soup, soap and salvation. They understood that good works lead to good will
which opens hearts to the good news. Today, the Salvation Army has a membership of 1.7
million people and serves in 132 countries.
Closing
Becoming A Church Called TOV
-People sometimes ask me, “Are you and evangelical?” My first response to that question
is, “What do you mean?” If you they mean a group of people who call themselves
Christians but are more concerned with political ideation, I would definitely say no. I have
one King and it is not a politician or political party. But the original meaning of the word
evangelical comes from the Greek word euangelion. In that sense evangelical means
something like people of the good news. If that is what you mean, I say a hearty yes. The
Church was created and called forth to be people of the good news – not just declaring
the good news, but living and embodying the good news for all the world to see.
-Will New Hope be a church called TOV? Will we be people of the good news? I hope and
pray so. I tell our elders and staﬀ regularly that I dream that we become a church that
even when people disagree with us, they like us. And that if we were to ever disappear, our
surrounding community wouldn’t know what to do. Culture guru Andy Crouch says all it
takes for a church to become TOV is a small group of key people devoted to goodness. I’m
all in. I hope I’m not alone. I don’t think I’m alone. The world desperately needs the people
of God to be people of the good news.

-Where can we start? We can start small by doing good for those in our path this week.
It’s such an awesome call to get out of bed every day and endeavor by God’s grace and
empowerment to do good, to be people of the good news. And maybe, just maybe, one
day, when we shed our earth suits and enter the presence of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
will greet us with the greeting I so long to hear – “Well done by good and faithful servant.”

