Junk Art
Big Idea: In God’s hands, intended evil becomes eventual good.
Purpose: To launch the series and introduce the big ideas.
Passage: Genesis 37:1-23
Verse: Genesis 50:20
Public Reading – Genesis 37:1-11
Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the account of
Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the ﬂocks with his brothers,
the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad
report about them.
3 Now

Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father
loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said
to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the ﬁeld when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and
bowed down to it.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually
rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.
9 Then

he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another
dream, and this Vme the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 When he
told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you
had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground
before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the maZer in mind.
(Genesis 37:1-11)
Recycled Art
-I am a big fan of art. I believe arDsts can reveal truth in unique
ways. Here is a piece of art. It is a large silver dragon on display
at the Paris Zoological Park.
What is really unique is that it is created from aluminum cans.
Over the last decade or so, a new type of art has emerged. It is
called recycled art. Or you could call it junk art. Junk art is
created by things most people would throw away. Instead of siPng in a landﬁll somewhere,
junk is transformed into something beauEful.

-Let me share a few more pieces of junk art. As you look, try to guess what it is made out of:

1

2

-Answers:
1: PlasDc spoons
2 & 3: PlasDc bags
3

How’d you do?

4

6

4: McDonald’s bag
5: Hubcap
6: PlasDc boZle
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The next Dme we go to throw something away we should think – what could this become?
-God is an arVst specializing in junk art. God takes things that most of us want to throw away
and transforms them into something good and beauDful. Nowhere is that on display more fully
than in the life of an Old Testament ﬁgure named Joseph.
-Today, we are starDng a 7-week series called You Will Get Through This: Lessons from Joseph.
The story of Joseph is found in Genesis 37-50. It takes up 13 chapters of Scripture. That’s a lot
of real estate devoted to one character. The writer of Genesis wants us to spend Dme with
Joseph. We are meant to watch Joseph and learn from Joseph. The lessons Joseph learns are
lessons we need to learn.
-Our Big Read for the series is called You Will Get Through This: Hope
And Help For Turbulent Times by Max Lucado. Max is a pastor from San
Antonio, Texas. He is also a prominent author who has wriZen over 100
books. They have sold 130 million copies. Max has been called
America’s pastor. I remember reading Max Lucado books when I was a
kid. Now I read them to my kids and I read them to conDnue to grow as
a follower of Jesus. You Will Get Through This is one of Max’s newest
books. It is based on the life of Joseph.

I want you to get this book and read along with us. I also want to encourage you to parDcipate
in the book club opportuniDes that Hannah and Emily discussed earlier. This will deepen your
experience and transformaDon in this series.
Color Commentary
-Let’s get a liZle context for the life of Joseph. Joseph was the great grandson of Abraham and
Sarah. Around the year 2,000 BC, God called Abraham and Sarai to become a family that would
become a naDon that would give birth to the savior of the world. They had to wait a long Dme
for their son Isaac. Isaac fathered Esau and Jacob. You may also remember that Jacob stole
Esau’s birthright.
The camera now follows Jacob who, while working for his uncle, Laban, falls in love with
Laban’s daughter, Rachel. Don’t get distracted by Jacob falling in love with his cousin. It was a
thing back then. Laban has Jacob work 7 years for the right to marry Rachel. Then Laban tricks
Jacob and subsDtutes his older daughter, Leah, in Rachel’s place. When Jacob lies the veil on
his wedding night, he is in for quite a surprise. Then Laban makes Jacob work another 7 years
for the right to marry Rachel, who he really loves.
The writer of Genesis tells us that Jacob worked years for Rachel but to him it seemed but a
day because of his love for her. Now that is a romanDc line. Aeer 14 years of work, Jacob was
married to both Leah and Rachel. Imagine being married to two sisters, one who you love and
one who you got tricked in marrying. And you thought your family dynamics were stressful.
Leah was able to conceive easily. She gave birth to 6 sons and a daughter. Rachel was unable to
get pregnant. But ﬁnally, God gave her two sons – Joseph and Benjamin. They were the last
two sons of Jacob. And they were his favorites, especially Joseph. Now we have the
informaDon we need to understand the opening scene of the story of Joseph.
The Dreamer (Genesis 37:1-11)
-The opening scene has 17-year old Joseph tending sheep with two of his brothers. We are
then told that Joseph rats out his brothers to his dad. This detail is meant to begin to shape our
view of Joseph. He was a taZle-tale. And no one likes a taZle-tale. We are told that Jacob loved
Joseph more than any of his 11 other sons. Jacob loved Joseph so much he made him a special
coat. This is commonly referred to as a coat of many colors. You might think of the Broadway
play by Andrew Lloyd Webber called Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. The only problem with this is that there
is no reason to believe it was a coat of many colors. All we know is
that it was a special tunic given exclusively to Joseph by his
father. This is a signiﬁcant detail.

The original readers would have been surprised by this. Joseph was the 11th of 12 brothers.
Birth order was everything back then. It was unheard of for the 11th son to be the favored son.
But we must remember that Joseph was Jacob’s ﬁrst son with Rachel. We are told his brothers
hated Joseph. They thought he was a spoiled brat. He was a spoiled brat. They worked, Joseph
played. They get in trouble for something and Joseph gets oﬀ scot free. They sleep in bunkbeds
in the basement. Joseph gets a master suite with a view. They got a windbreaker for Christmas.
Joseph got a leather jacket. Imagine if your younger brother or sister got this kind of
favoriEsm. How would you feel?
-Then Joseph has a dream. In the dream, he and his brothers are bundling sheaves of grain.
The sheaves come to life, and the sheaves of the 11 brothers bow down to Joseph’s sheaves.
Dreams were a big deal in this Dme. They were seen as coming from the divine realm. They
were to be taken seriously. It would have been wise for Joseph to keep the dream to himself,
especially since his brothers already hated him. But Joseph shared the dream. Now Joseph was
seen as a spoiled brat and an egomaniac. We are told his brothers hated him all the more.
-Then Joseph had a second dream. This Dme the sun, moon and 11 stars bowed down to him.
The presumpDve meaning of this dream is that Joseph’s father, mother, and 11 brothers would
one day bow before him. Again, he should have kept it to himself. Again, he shares it.
Joseph had a few blind spots. His emoDonal IQ was a liZle low. Again, we are told the brothers
hated him all the more. Three Dmes in eleven verses we are told Joseph’s brothers hated him.
When something is repeated in Scripture we are meant to take noDce.
-Jacob rebuked Joseph for his ego and vanity. We are told Jacob kept the maZer in mind. Jacob
was worried about Joseph’s relaDonship with his brothers. He was right to be worried.
Genesis 37:12-23
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his brothers had gone to graze their father’s ﬂocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to
Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the ﬂocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to
send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied. 14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with
your brothers and with the ﬂocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him oﬀ from the
Valley of Hebron.
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering around in the ﬁelds and asked
him, “What are you looking for?” 16 He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me
where they are grazing their ﬂocks?” 17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I
heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went acer his brothers and found them near
Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they ploZed to kill
him. 19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and

throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll
see what comes of his dreams.”
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Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he
said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a
hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 23 So
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there
was no water in it.
The BoUom of a Well
-Scene two: Jacob’s oldest sons are away with the ﬂocks. Jacob wants an update, so he pulls
Joseph away from his video games and asks him to do a liZle work for once. He sends Joseph
to check on his brothers and to come back with a report. Joseph probably isn’t happy about
having to leave the comforts of his life as the favored son, but he agrees to go. Joseph travels
from the Valley of Hebron to Shechem. It was about a 50-mile journey which would have taken
Joseph 4-5 days.
When Joseph arrives in Shechem he can’t ﬁnd his brothers. We are told Joseph is wandering
around. He encounters a man who knows where his brothers went and points him in the right
direcDon. Joseph heads towards Dothan which is another 14 miles away.
-We are told Joseph’s brothers see him approaching from the distance. How do they recognize
him? He is wearing his special coat. “Is that Joseph? Is he wearing that stupid coat in this heat?
What an idiot.” And then the hatred that has been simmering ﬁnally boils over. Joseph is 60
miles away from daddy’s protecDon. As Joseph approaches, his brothers plan to kill him and
then cover it up.
But Reuben, the oldest son and the one in charge, intervenes.
Reuben convinces them not to kill Joseph, but just to leave him
in a nearby cistern.
A cistern was a large pear-shaped hole carved out of limestone
or lined with plaster that collected water for use during the dry
season. Typical cisterns were 15-20 feet deep with 2-3 foot
openings.
-As Joseph arrives he goes in the group hug. Instead of an embrace, they stripped him of his
special coat, they took hold of him, and they threw him into the cistern. They didn’t gently
lower him into the cistern. They violently threw him into the cistern. Joseph did not go quietly.

Twenty-two years later, we learn that Joseph was deeply distressed and pleaded for his life but
his brothers would not listen.
-And there we ﬁnd Joseph at the end of scene two. From favored son living large in a
penthouse suite to lying in the boZom of dark, dry cistern lee to die. Like most suﬀering in life,
it comes out of nowhere and leaves us in pieces. What was he thinking as he lay there scared,
bruised and broken? When we are at the boZom of a cistern we begin to see things from a
diﬀerent perspecDve.
TransiEon
-We cannot properly consider the opening scenes of the story of Joseph without considering
the full story. Spoiler alert: We sDll have many adventures to explore, but Joseph ends up as
the 2nd most powerful person in the world. He ends up in a place where he saves his family,
saves the future naDon of Israel and, in eﬀect, saves the world.
- Twenty-two years later Joseph is talking to his brothers, not from the boZom of a cistern, but
from a throne. The dynamics have totally shieed. Joseph has the power to take their lives, but
he chooses to use his power to save their lives. Genesis 50:20 reveals the heart of Joseph’s
story. It will be a verse we will return to oeen in this series. It was true of Joseph and is true of
us. I want to encourage you to memorize it. It can be an anchor in the storm.
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good
to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
(Genesis 50:20)
-Let’s consider a few key ideas that run throughout the story of Joseph. They intersect with our
lives as well.
Life Lessons
Evil exists
-First, when we read the story of Joseph we are reminded that evil exists. No maZer what your
worldview may be it is diﬃcult to argue with this reality. What is evil? Evil is the opposite of
good. And God is good. God creates good. When God created the world, it was good. When
God created you and me, it was very good.
-Evil entered God’s creaEon prior to Genesis 1. As best we know, some of the angelic beings
used their freedom to go their own way. Evil was born. Evil is presented as an opDon in the
garden with the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Sadly, the ﬁrst humans chose evil. Evil
spread like wildﬁre throughout God’s good creaDon. By the Dme of Noah, we are told that the
thoughts of human hearts were evil all the Vme.

-We are witnesses to the epic baZle between good and evil. We see it waged on baZleﬁelds, in
courtrooms, in boardrooms, in homes, churches, neighborhoods and most certainly in human
hearts. Our good God is conDnually seeking to overcome evil with good. Jesus’ intent on the
cross was to overcome evil with good.
-There are two types of evil. There is moral evil. This is typically seen when humans do evil to
other humans. We are all been vicDms of moral evil. We have all vicDmized others with moral
evil. The second kind of evil is natural evil. Natural evil is destrucDon that comes through
things like hurricanes or earthquakes or pandemics. The Scriptures tell us that creaVon has be
subjected to frustraVon. CheaEng, stealing, hurEng, droughts, ﬂoods and global pandemics
are not the way things are supposed to be. They are the eﬀect of evil in the world.
-At the top of my prayer list right now are a young couple who just lost their liZle boy, an older
couple who just lost their adult boy, a husband who just said goodbye to his wife of 50 years, a
friend who just got a terminal diagnosis, a young mom with two young kids who just lost her
husband to COVID, another friend who died from a stroke. I could go on and on. I bet you could
add to the list. Jesus told us this would be the case. He told his disciples – in this world you will
have trouble.
-Evil exists. This reality is brazenly on display in the story of Joseph. A family reunion turns into
murder in the blink of an eye. Then the brothers sit down for dinner without a second thought.
It is shocking -- but it is not. We are all experiencing the presence of evil in some way every day
we inhabit skin and ﬂesh. Sickness, unemployment, anxiety, broken relaDonships. And lest we
think evil only exists externally, we have all encountered the evil that emanates from our
broken hearts. Jesus himself said that evil comes from within, not without. We could easily
become Joseph’s brothers. We can’t escape evil.
-Joseph, the favored son, thought he could escape the grip of suﬀering and evil. He was wrong.
At some point we all end up in the boZom of a cistern. Cisterns don’t have easy exits. Cisterns
make us feel hopeless. But this is where Joseph’s story gives us hope. That brings us to our
second idea that will run throughout the series. This is probably the main idea of the series:
In God’s hands, intended evil becomes eventual good.
-Max Lucado sums up the main idea of the story of Joseph with this statement – in God’s hands
intended evil becomes eventual good. I think that is well said. Let’s explore that statement a
bit. In the second scene, Joseph experiences intended evil. He will conDnue to experience
intended evil in the scenes to come. It will get worse for Joseph before it gets beZer. But
Joseph never gives up. Why? Because Joseph believes that, in God’s hands, intended evil
becomes eventual good. Joseph holds onto this promise for dear life. It will prove to be true.

-Joseph believed, and Scripture conDnually declares, that God has the capacity to transform
intended evil into eventual good. On the cross and through the resurrecDon, God drove a stake
into the heart of evil. But evil is sDll at work in a world that is not fully redeemed, inhabited by
people who are not fully redeemed. One day, God will do away with evil. UnDl then, God
transforms evil into eventual good.
-The Hebrew word for good is tov. It is a dominant idea in both the Old and New Testaments.
But we miss the depth of the word when we see it only through the lens of our
understanding of good. Tov means well-formed or well craced, that things that are working
the way they were created to work. It contains the idea of order, harmony or things ﬁgng
together. It can mean beauHful. God is tov. Give thanks to the LORD for he is tov. God is good.
God is beauDful.
-Joseph will say to his murderous brothers 22 years later – you meant evil, but God intended
it for good. The Hebrew word for meant traces its meaning to weaving. Joseph will one day
triumphantly declare – you wove evil, but God rewove it for good. Evil weaves, but God
reweaves. Joseph is using an arDsDc image. God takes suﬀering and evil, the things we want
to throw away, and creates something good. God creates beauty out of junk.
The apostle Paul will remind the followers of Jesus in Rome of this truth one day. Paul will
write, And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) God works in all things, even evil, for the
GOOD or beauty of those who love Him.
-Evil exists. It breeds suﬀering. Maybe you are in the midst of evil and suﬀering of some kind.
Most people are. Suﬀering and evil are not good. God hates them. But God can use suﬀering
and evil for good. When we experience evil and suﬀering, we must remember this vital truth.
Max says it this way: But God will use your mess for good. We see a perfect mess; God sees a
perfect chance to train, test, and teach the future prime minister. We see a prison; God sees a
kiln. We see famine; God sees the relocaVon of his chosen lineage. We call it Egypt; God calls it
protecVve custody, where the sons of Jacob can escape barbaric Canaan and mulVply
abundantly in peace.…The story of Joseph is in the Bible for this reason: to teach you to trust
God to trump evil. What Satan intends for evil, God, the Master Weaver and Master Builder,
redeems for good. (Max Lucado)

You’ll get through this.

-That brings us to our ﬁnal thought that we will explore throughout the series – you’ll get
through this. When we are in the midst of evil and suﬀering, we can think of the story of
Joseph and remember – I will get through this.
That word through is an important word. It is emphasized in Scripture. God leads his people
through the Red Sea. Then God led them through the wilderness. The prophet Isaiah promises:
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the ﬁre, you will not be burned; the
ﬂames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
(Isaiah 43:2-3a). And my favorite example: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staﬀ, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4a) God
gets us through stuﬀ.
-Here’s the catch. The journey through stuﬀ takes Eme; someEmes a long Eme. Returning to
the big idea – In God’s hands intended evil becomes eventual good. That word is eventual is
important. The process of God transforming evil and suﬀering into good is oeen lengthy.
Joseph was 17 when he got thrown in the cistern and lee for dead. He was at least 37 when his
brothers stood before him in Egypt and he was able to bless them. God spent 120 years
preparing Noah for the ﬂood. Imagine Noah spending all those years building that big boat in
the middle of the desert. Nice boat, Noah. God spent 80 years preparing Moses to lead his
people. He spent 40 years tending sheep in the desert aeer ﬂeeing a murder rap in Egypt.
God anointed David to be the next King and then David spent up to 15 years on the run in the
desert. He wrote some of his best psalms then. Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus and
then basically disappeared for a decade. Jesus, God in the ﬂesh, took 30 years to get ready.
We live in an instant graDﬁcaDon world. We want what we want now. God works more like a
master vintner, aging wine in barrels. God takes Dme craeing and creaDng his artwork. God is
not the arDst in Vegas painDng your caricature in 10 minutes. God is Michelangelo painDng the
SisDne Chapel. When we encounter evil and suﬀering, we want it to be over quickly. There’s
nothing wrong with that desire or prayer. But more oeen than not, it takes Dme for God to
reweave and recreate. But we will get through this.
-When we are siPng in the boZom of a cistern – and maybe you are siPng there right now – it
is natural to wonder if we will ever get out. It’s like living in Portland in the winter. We wonder
– will it ever stop raining? Will the sun ever emerge? The story of Joseph reminds us that we
will get through this. Our skies will brighten. It will likely take Dme, but in God’s hands evil and
suﬀering becomes eventual good.
-In the opening of Max Lucado’s book, he introduces us to a set of thoughts he shares with
people who are at the boZom of a cistern. I love that Max has been a pastor for over 40 years.

When he writes, he does so out of true-life experiences. Max says: You’ll get through this. It
won’t be painless. It won’t be quick. But God will use this mess for good. In the meanHme,
don’t be foolish or naïve. But don’t despair either. With God’s help you will get through this. I
have found this to be true in my own life. I have found it to be true in the lives of people I have
pastored in the boZom of cisterns. It was certainly on full display in the life of Joseph.
Closing
-ArDst Tom Deininger specializes in what he calls
junk portraits. Tom takes junk and makes lifelike portraits. Here is his junk portrait of Marilyn
Monroe. Tom also created a junk self-portrait. I
have to imagine that was a remarkable
experience. He created his own portrait from
things that people throw away.
Our lives do not just consist of peaceful, easy days, or the mountaintop experiences. Our lives
also consist of valleys; days at the boZom of cisterns. We will experience evil and suﬀering in
this world. But in God’s hands, that evil and suﬀering becomes eventual good.
The next Dme we encounter suﬀering and evil we need to stop and ask – what could this
become? God is the master junk arDst. Paul tells the Ephesian church that we are God’s
workmanship. This is an arDsDc word. We are God’s artwork. He takes the things about our
lives that we want to throw away and weaves them into a beauDful portrait. Do you believe
this? Joseph did. Over the next 6 weeks we will learn from Joseph that evil and suﬀering will
either break us, or it will shape us to be more beauDful.
-How do we know all of this is true? We simply have to turn our eyes to Jesus. God
transformed the evil and suﬀering of Joseph’s life to become of vehicle of life for many. God did
the same with Jesus. On the cross, Jesus was at the boZom of the cistern. But in God’s hands,
the cross became the eventual good. In God’s hands, the cross, the epitome of evil and
suﬀering, became a place of beauty. If we ever doubt that God can transform evil and suﬀering
into eventual good, just remember Jesus. Remember the cross. Jesus told us we would have
trouble in this world but he went on to say –take heart, I have overcome the world.

